
10 Years Completion of POCSO Act 

State Consultation on Convergence and Coordination amongst the Stakeholder for Ending Child Sexual 
Abuse and Exploitation Organized at Panthanivas 

Bhubaneswar, 30/Aug: Consultation, convergence, and awareness are necessary to build a child-friendly 
environment for children, said the eminent guest who attended the State Consultation on Convergence and 
coordination amongst the stakeholders for ending child sexual abuse and exploitation. The programme was 
organised at Panthanivas, Bhubaneswar by People’s Cultural Centre (PECUC) in cooperation with Odisha State 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (OSCPCR), National Action Coordination Group for Ending Violence 
Against Children (NACG EVAC), India and collaboration with World Vision India, WVG, BMZ and in association with 
ADARSHA, EKTA, HELP, MIHY, OLS,RARE, VHAI , SHELTER, and SAHARA. More than 100 participants, including 
officials from different Govt. Departments, CRCC , teachers, CDPO , ICDS workers , medical officers , child line, CWC 
members,  children's representatives, Civil Society Organisation participated in this programme. Addressing the 
consultation Ms. Sulata Deo, Member of Parliament, Rajyasabha, stated that the increase in case reporting is a sign 
because people are becoming more aware and breaking the silence. Massive awareness to change the mindset of 
people is a necessary step in preventing child sexual abuse.  

The inaugural session was chaired by Mr. Ranjan Kumar Mohanty, Chairperson, NACG EVAC, India and Secretary, 
PECUC. He cited the NCRB India report and said violence against children is increasing and sexual abuse of children 
is the second highest crime against children reported in this report. Coordination and convergence at all levels is 
the need of the hour to prevent child sexual abuse. At the inaugural session, Ms. Sulochana Das, Mayor, BMC, 
Bhubaneswar, said we have to take strong action to prevent sexual abuse against children and it is the 
responsibility of all to create a child-friendly environment and BMC, Bhubaneswar, is taking step in this direction. 
Ms. Sandhyabati Pradhan, Chairperson, OSCPCR, said we have to review the POCSO cases and judgements to find 
out the gap and challenges. She also informed that reporting has been increased, but we have to review the 
progress and judgement of the cases. We need help to build a safety net for the children. Ms. V. Neeta Maria 
Satish, Programme Manager, World Vision India, shared the purpose of this consultation in this session. Child 
representative Shradhanjali Pattnaik presented the charter of recommendation in this session& handed over the 
recommendations to the guest on the dais .The inaugural session ended with a vote of thanks by BirenDigal, 
Technical Specialist. 

A panel discussion on "10 years of POCSO: An Overview (Challenges and prospective)-Sharing of good practices-
Recommendation to Strengthen POCSO)" was also held. Mr. Prakash Rath, State Convenor, NACG, Odisha Chapter, 
moderated the panel discussion. Mr. Pritikant Panda, State Programme Manager, OSCPS, Mr. Rajashree Pattnaik, 
Joint Director, Girl’s Education, OSEPA, Mr. Pramod Acharya, Child Right Advocate, Centre for Child Rights, National 
Law Uuniversity, Odisha and Ms Anuradha Mohanty, Executive Director, PECUC discussed various gaps and 
challenges and gave various important recommendations like acceptance of victims, massive awareness, capacity 
building of support people, publication of IEC materials, convergence and coordination between different 
departments, indentifying and reporting the cases, working together, writing a proper FIR, reducing the time gap 
between the FIR and charge sheet, training of major stakeholders of the POCSO Act, adequate counselling support, 
ethical media reporting, and maintaining confidentiality at all levels, promoting life skills education at school etc. 

The topic "POCSO-Civil society role in convergence and coordination with stakeholders to combat child sexual 
abuse (Prevention, Protection, Rehabilitation, and Re-Integration) sharing of learning and success stories was held 
and this session was moderated by Ms. Kasturi Mohapatra, Former Chairperson of OSCPCR. Mr. 
DebanandMohanta, State Lead, VHAI, Mr. Ubachak Mohanty, Secretary, May I Help You and Mr. Pradeep Behera, 
Secretary, ADARSHA discussed the various learnings of this project and said this project has helped in building 
cooperation with different departments of the government and stakeholders at different levels and also increased 
the reporting of cases. Chandan Kumar Nayak, PC, PECUC gave the vote of thanks.  


