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Foreword

e

Child labour deprives children of their right to go to school and reinforces
intergenerational cycles of poverty. Child labour refers to the exploitation of children
thraugh any form of work that deprives them froim their childhecod, interféres with their
ability to attend regular school, and is mentally, physically, socially and morally harmful.
Every child deserves to live a safe, secure and happy childhood. They nesd proper
education, care and protection for growing into a sensible and responsible citizen. But
engagement in child labour deprives them of these basic rights.

Peopie’s Cultural Centre [F‘ECUﬁZ], a child rights focused voluntary organization, working
since 1890, considers this issue of child abour as a major hindrance in the overall
development of & child. Therefore, PECUC decided tomake fight against this social evil as
its focused agenda While working in the community, PECUC found out that among other
reasons, poverty is one of the major reasons for child labour and school drop out of
children, PECUC has leamnt that children, their parents, grandparents, their families and
the community as a whole are trapped into a vicious circle of multiple problems which
has led 1o gross viclation of human rights. There is a neaed for developing a human rights
culture where each and every individual can enjoy their rights to a life of dignity. To deal
with this 1ssue an overall integrated approach involving parents, community, duty bearer
& key stakeholders is essential. PECUC has developed its own strategy and worked on it
for eradication of child labour in all its interventional areas. This book is all about the
work PECUGC has painstakingly undertakento fight against the social evil of child labour
SINce its inception in 1980,
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Introduction to PECUC - Its Vision and Mission -

Ogr somety faces varmous challenges like poverty, iliteracvy, unsmployment, child labour and
much more. There 15 sull a major section of the society whieh 1s deprived of the basic neecessities of
life. In the first decade (1990-1999), PECUC worked with focus on people’s welfare &protection,
preservanon and promonen of culture and cultural values keepine vouth and their partneipation
on prienty agenda. Subsequently, PECUC from its expenence could learn that the progressive
change m society depends on the gualitative chanegs m the upbrmmne of our children. Henee, 1t
decided te focus ns attention on children, their problems and the possibie remedies. Soon; 1t
extended s acuvites of suatemo welfare especially for children, women, wmwibal, vouths, dmg
addicts and the elderly. In the last decade (2000 — 2010), 1o deal with the mulnfaceted problems of
children including the nohts of children, exploitation ‘and crimes agamst children, healthy and
protected childhood, we sireiched our ‘ambience and focused on 15suss of disaster, mcome
generation for underprivilezed by promotion of self help groups & muerc-enterpnizes. Wa marched
forward and tock up various other challenges including environment protection. national
intégration, food secunty, emerzency response, teproductive health, health & samtation,
aducation and various other related fields. Smee then PECUC has been contmuine s journsy
with & mission of socio-eultural and economic development of the impoevenshed and mareinalized
section of the society with people’s participation, particularly the vouth, women & children as its
COImET stone.

The dzeade 2000-2010 was the peniod of professional growth and capacity enhancement as
development leader in the state with national and international participation. In this decads,
PECUC deployed professionel swaff, participated in differemt networks, initated =xtensive
research & application acuwities, developed alterative models, and forused on public pelicy
r=search and advocacy. This change has brought PECUC an imses of & respecied development
organization with prionty focus on model developments mm different pockets of the state.

From 2011-2020, PECUC econcentrated 1ts focus on the core theme of child nshts, The field
expenence &t the community level, gave us the realization that the healthy upbrmoing of & child 1=
mmpossible if proper care is not taken of his’herrights. Histher nghts are trampled when he/she is a
member of a socially and economically backward family. The family being trapped in multifanous
nroblems accepis wolation of human nzhts of the child as fate. In order to et out of such a
vicious cirels, there 12 need to develop a human rights culture where sach and every individual ean
enjoy their right to live a bife of diomty. Hence, PECUC has pniontzed to focus on the issues
relaung to child nghts, deepening democracy, women empowemment, vouth empowerment, health
&s=anitation, livelihood, mghiz of the senior citizen, disaster management and climatz change
adaptation, and persons with disability, PECUC dirsetly works with the community, advocates
for pro-poor poaliev and mtends o advanee human nights cuiture.

PECUC Vision: A world m which peace, justice and equality prevails, where people participate

and have a sav in their social and scomomic well-being by exercising their rights to a life of dignity,

raspectng cultural and natural diversity.
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PECUC Mission: Our mission 15 to empower and enable children, voung people, women, the elderly. -
other vulnsrable and marsinalized communities snabling them to parucipate powerfully in their
overall development and te create and sirengithen peoples’ mstitutions that ensure, sustam and

promote their wellbeing, secunty, inclusive development and & life of digmity.
Strategic Vision 2030;

PECUC would conunue to focus ponmanly on child rights durmg 2021-2030. While working &t the
community level PECUC has learnt that reslization of child nights & the well being of children, more
over a child friendly society cannot be thought off m isolation and thewr parents. grandparents,
families and the communiries need 1o be protected and strensthened. Henes, PECUC has pnontizad
to focus on the issues relatng to Child Righis, Women Empowerment, Health, Hymene &
Samitation, Emergency Management & Climate Changs Mingation & Adapiation, Livelihood,
Governances & Deamoeracy, Youth Empowerment, Persons with Disabilitv & Rights of the Older
Persons these years.

Area of Operation: PECUC is camrving out grass root level actions at Ksonjhar, Balasore,
Kendrapera, Khordha, Curttack, Ravagada, Nabrangpur & Mayurbhanj dismicts of Odisha & for
campalgns on specific thematic proprieties, nstwork & alliance building, public policy research &
advocacy, trainings throughout the Umion of Indie with focus onstate of Odisha.

Background
Overview of Child Labour Situation in India and Odisha

According to Jusuce P.N.Bhagmwati, former Chief Justuce of India, “The child 1s a soul with a baing,
& naturs and capacites of its own, who must be heiped to find them, to grow mto their matunty.
mto & fullness of physical and vital energy and the ummest breadih, depth and height of 1=
emotional, intellectual and spiritual being; otherwise there cannot be a healthy srowth of the

nation.™

According to a leading newspaper, 9 milhon children are now at nisk of being mto labour by the end
of 2022 beceuse of the COVID-19 situation, This huge leap in the number has been the first ever m
the last two decades. This is happening and it's real ‘and there has been a reverse m the downward
trend that saw child labour fall by 94 malliorn durmg 2000-2016. One in every 11 children m Indis
works to sarn a living as per Actuion Aid India,. There are 33 million child laboursrs between the ages
of 3-8 years in Indie as per Census 2011 and 10.13 million between the ages of 3-14 vears,

Considering that there ars 444 million children in Indis under the age of 18, they form 37% of the

total population in the country. This has zet up a wakes-up call for evervone.
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" Defining Child labour P H;/.
A

When we talk about eradicating child labour, we ne=d 10 have a basic understandine of what exactly
child labour 1= and what are the major reasons fueling their increase m numbers. When we zav “child
lebour™ 1t dess not just mean children emploved m work but 1t can be defined as children bemng
deprivad of their childhood, their potential and their dignity, which is harmful to their physical and '
mental development.It is the worst form of child nights violation, Chiid labour ends with damaging
the physieal, mental, social, emononal and spintuel development, denving them of their basic nehits

S 10 education, health and development.

Deefining a child

Tackling the child labour issue has also been a daunting tesk of all as in India we do not have &
umiversal age defining the individual &s & child. However, when we focus on child labour, a child 15
defined by the Child Labour (Prolubition and Regulation) Aet 1986 as & perscn who 15 of 14 vears
old. Under the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, achild is defined as
the one who has not completed the age of 14 years and adolescent as the person who is elready 14
vears, but not completed 1§ years of ase, According 10 UNCRC child is person who is below 18
vears of age and PECUC al=o regards a person below |8 wears s child. Child Mamage Act, JJ Act,
POCSO Aet also accepts this view.

What might be the reasons of increasing child labour?

Child labour has emerged as one of the senous iszues in Indis and one of the major causes 15 acuie
poverty, In addition to poverty, debt and other socio-etononme problems are alzo some of the mam
factors of child labour 1n India. Some of the other reasons are recurrent erisss, populaton explosion.
madequate social protection messures, economic and social shocks/trauma due to COVID (in the

press=nt scenano), job/income loss of adults in the family, and mor=.

There are many mterlinkmpg factors contmibutirie to the prevalence of child labour, however, 1t 15 both
& causs and consequencs of poverty. Housshold povertv compels children into the labour market to
eam money. Some perform child labour to supplement family income while many in it are for
survival. They miss out the opportunity to gain education further perpetuatine poverty across
generstions, thus slowing down the economic erowth and social development.

Chuld labour impedes children from gaminge the skills and education they need to have opportumties \
of decent work as an adult. Inequality, lack of educational opportunities, traditons and cultural
== c=xpeciations contnbute to persistence of child labour m India.

Where India stands?
According to the ILO r1eport, there are around 12,9 mullion children in India who ars-engaged m / I.IW.,
work between the ages of 7 to 17 vears, When children are emploved or deing unpaid work, they

\\o7 \ [ 3 \
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“are less likely to attend school or attend only intermittinely, thus trepping them in the evele of pm=r.’_:rr'_c:. II
Millions of Indisn mrls and bovs are gomng o work every dav in quarries and factories, or selhng!
cigarattes on the street. The majonty of these children are between 12 end 17 vears old and work up to 16
hours a day to help their families to make both ends mest. But child labour in India starts even earhier
with an estimated 10.1 million children between the ages of 3 and 14 yearsold engaged in work.

According to data from Census 2011, the number of child labourers in India 15 10.1 million of which 3.6
million are bovs and 4.5 mullion are mirls. The contnuing persisience of child labour and sxploitanon
S

posez & threat to national economy and has severe consequences for children such a5 undermining |
plivzics]l end mental heaith and denial of education.

As children get older, their mvolvement in emplovment also mereases. In India, 20 percent of all chuldren |
aged 13 1o 17 vears old are mvelved 1 harardous mmdustmal works, Measuning the exact seale of child
labour in India 15 difficult as it is often hidden and under-reported. There are almost 18 milhon children
between the ages of 7 to 17 vears old who are considersed “mactive™ in India, neither m empleyment nor
mn school. Thess rmzsine girls and boys m India are potentially subject to some of the worst forms of child

labour.

According 1o ‘a study by the ILO, the majonity of the world's child labour {around 71 percent) is done in
the agriculture secior, mcluding cotion plamiations and nce fields. Around 17 percent are emmploved as:
servies staff, mainlv as domestic workers or in restaurants, and another 12 pereent of child labour 1s

spread across jobs m the industry sector, including dangerous activinies In mines.

Despite rates of child labour decliming over the last few vears, children ‘are still used m child labour as
bonded labour. They can be found werking mn the bnck lalns, earpet weaving, garmient making, domestic.
servies, food and refreshment services, ‘agnienlture, fishenes, mining, tobacco industiniss, ‘sarages, and
child pomography. Children are also usad for cheap labour in industnies such as stee]l extraction and gem
polishinz. The commercial sexusl exploitation of children is among the worst forms of child labour and in
India thers are around 1.2 mullion ehildren mvolved in prostitution.

Where Odisha stands?
Odisha reportad 2,15 lakhs child labourers in the state, thus representine gbout half of théir number m |
the eountry, which was in the vear 2013, Our of this, about 23,761 children were reportad to work
hazardous sectors, Ths distners reporting the hishest percentape were Koraput, Kalahandi and ™
Sambalpur, which accounted for 32%: of the total reported child labourers.
== In February 2019, a wntten reply by the Minister of Labour and Emplovment m the Parlisment disclossd |
thet 10,826 Chiid Labour Act viclation casss were reporied in the eountry i the last four vears of which |
conly 6,132 cases (36%) went o the stage of prozecution. Odisha reported 4317 cases and accounts for
almost 4290 of the cases reported nationally.
On the besis of the empirical studies/surveys, working children in different districts are concentrated 1,1;1
certain oceupations/processes which are mjunous to human life and limb and 4 »
b1
T -

|',"1t. — L 1 "



’ 3
r'_'i _F_. r* r-!tfl.:/-

detmmental 1o growth and development of children. The child labours are generally found mn agnculture
s=ctor, domestic work, road side dhabas and satenies, news paper hawling, weavine, vendine, fishing,
bidi making, labeling and packaging, collection and processmg of minor forest produce, forest timber b

| operations, collection end assembly of charcoal and coal. cattle and goat rearmg, stone crushing,

fireworks, weaving end dving, wood proeessing, clay image meking, transport operatons, loading and

" unloading in mining areas; buildine and construction operations, biscuit and bread making, selhng of

country liquor, cotton sinning, cvele/automobiles repairs ‘and shops & commermial estabhshment, and
rag piciking m the state.

As per Census 2011, there are 92087 working children m the age group of 3-14 vears m Odisha. The
number was 377394 in 2001 Census. Majonty of child labour mm Odishs are sngag=d i asnculture
sector, domestic work, fishing and other forms of hazardous jobs includine bidi bindme.

In many parts of Odizha, espeecially 1 mbal pockets which are prime sources of zupplyving chuld
domestic workers to different urban and rural areas, child domestue work is considered & major

component of socinhsaton.

80% of the state’s population is dependent on agriculture;, which 1s mestly rain fed-prey 1o srratic
monsoons. [he frequent sccurrence of drought, flood and evelone brings misenes to landless, small and
marginal farmers elso compel them 1o send their children to work in unorganised sectors as child
labourers to supplement income to their family.

Percentage of child labourers in districts
Leazs than 2% 2-4% 3-6% 6 and mors Total
3 11 7 7 30

The survey by State Labour Dept showed that 2.3% minors wers migrant labourers. Thess migrant chald
workers are engaged m bnick makmp, salt menufacture, sugarcane harvestmg, stons guarrving,
| construction, fishemes, plantaton, and nce mills.

« The total child populaton mn the age group of 3-14 vears consutute 86,34 lakh, of which 3.78 lakh
(4.4%) were engaged in various sconomically gsamful activities and 94.4 per cent of them were Wy
engaged m rural areas.

= *+ 1.10 lskh (29.1%:) children were categonsed as mam workers while 2.68 lekh (70.9%%) were maromnal
waorkers.
'-.?:f-ﬁ‘- \) b
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- Child Iabour data of Odisha from various sources B “/
Source Children
« Population in the age group of 6-14 as per census 2011 73,93.282 |
. Population i the age group of 6-17 vears as per census 2011 99.31,966 p-
» Enrolment (I-VIII) 2011-12 (DISE 2011) 63,19,680
N Drop out (Age 6-17 years) AHS 2011-12 12.9% (12,81,333)
» Working children as per NS5O 2009-10 (66 round) 1.34.363
s Children aged 3-14 vears engaged in work as per Annual Health
Survey 2011-12
(As per census 2011 the population of 314 vesrs of sge 15 84,73, 393) 4.196(345,339)
» NCLP as on 31st June 2013 (Enrollment) 38389
« NCLPas en 3135t June 2013 (Mainstreamed) 1,37,096

How PECUC Defines Child Labour?
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Child labour is the worst form of child nehts violatnon. Child labour meludss children prematurely
leading adult lives;, working with or without wages. under conditions damagng their physical,
mental, social, smotional & spintual development, denyimg them ther basic nghts to education,
health & development. Any child out of school is & potential child labourer.

Owur Strategies for eradication of child labour:

Mamnstrearmng the Working Children through Educstion

Promoung Child Protecnon mechanism at Community level

Strengthening family, comnmunity- Counseling to parents and family members/community
Promoung alternative livelihood systems for the parents of child labour families

Advocacy for appropriate lemslations, polieiss, action plans and enforcement of existing laws
Workfores Capacity building

Promoting child participation through Children colleetives (Child Rights clubs)

Prevennonthrough preparatory education for the potenuel child labours, Bridge course for drop
outs, supplementary education for sehool gome Children

Underteline a campaign 1.2 Stadha Abhijan 8 Campaien for love & affection, care & pmtemjﬂn\
and Education

Metivation camp for Childrsn

EmpeowermgMothers

Environment building — Massive awarsness seneration throngh different media
Skall Deveiopment of chuldren within 13 to 18 vears 4
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« Coordmatneon with duty bearers including ssrvice providers, elected repressntatives meluding
Panchavatiraj instttution functionaries to be more responsive to address the issues of child |labour.

Intervention for Change

Reéscue operations

e Edtication 1s an important aspect dunng achild’s upbrmmng,

Identifving and rescume child labour was the first step towards eradicanion of child labouwr. PECUC
along with the Government has parficipated in many rescuc operations in 115 operanonal arsa. Children
were rascued and mainstreamsd m the dav sehools and residennal schools. PECUC 15 comnmtiad to the
eradication of child labour through building public opimion, highlighting vielation mflicted upon child
labourers and promonng Justice through fact finding and public mrerest linganon, advocacy, lobbyme
& monitoring regionsl, nanenal & imiematocnal developments.and morsover, by developing suecessiul
alternative sirategv to eradicate child labour. PECUC is also actively mnvolved with Campaisn Against
Child Labour (CACL), a nattonwide network commutted for the eradicaticn of child labour, as ene of
the founder members of 1ts Odisha chapter since 1992 & taken the responsibihty of coordinaung agency
in the state m 1999 and hosted national secretaner from 2003 1o 2007,

PECUIC has been able to idennfy, rescue;, rehabilitate and mamstream through education of 36346 child
labourers. The process of tracking the child labourers, drop outs and 1rregular students and bringing the
back to school by providing bridee courses 15 continuing. 630 children between 13 and 18 vears of age
have been rescued from child labour and have been provided with skill development training, which has
enabled them 10 eam therr Ivelihood and live & lif= of dignity,
Organising residential motivation camps

as it allows children to develop the necessarv skalls

they need to progress i their hife in this modern werld.

However, labour at an sarly stage

1 .I. -
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prevents children from goms to school and obtainine such abilines. Henee, PECUC after rascue tries to

motivate and bnng the child into school and mamstream them mto sducation.

PECUIC has been organizing motivational camps for children everv vear sinee 2007, Children of different

categories such as child labour, slow learner, children never enrolled m Schoel and dropouts attend thes

camp. They are mortvated and encouraged through varous child- friendly methods 1owards formal

Educauon: Every vear around 100 children participsie m this eamp. Children are engagsd with
e multfaricus activines like drawing, voge, exercise, storvielling, dance, song etec in the camp. The

underlymmg motive is to generate inter=st for educsation and resular schooling.
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‘Sradha Abhijan = an initiative by PECUC e
Concept of Sradha Abhijan _

PECUC selected tmbal. dalit & other socicecononme backward community donunated areas as

1ts operational area as child labour and exploitation were rampant and was considered as the
prime source of supply of ¢hild labour to other .
locations. The areas became more valnerable after
super cveleone 1999, when people lost thair
Irvelihood. Therewas every possibility that a
large number of children would be compelled

introduced an mitiative called

“Sradha Abhijan™ — 2 campaign aiming at
ensuring affection, care and protection &
education for children in this post disaster
situation, which furthsr extended to the othsr
operational areas of PECUC, Chuld Friendlv Space - Shradha Bhawans were established, which
is now a flagship programme of PECUC,

The major objectives of Sradha Bhawan:

* To ensure there is no child labour in the operational area,

* To create child friendly environment or space in the operational villages.

* To develop mterest ameng the children towards formal education.

* To make the parents and formal school teachers responsible for the development of these
children from the backward community.

» To develop creativity and explore fulll potentials of the children

« To protect, propagate and promote rights of the children through absolute commumity
participation.

* To boost the process of phvsical, social and psvehological improvement of children.

= To revatalize their culture. tradition and local environment to sut their interest and benefit the
children.

* To strenothen the village education commuttees and other community based organisations for &
protection of child nghts.

Shradha Bhawan as the centre of motivation

Sradha Bhiawans were established as a part of Sradha Abhijan to protect, propasate, and
promote the nghts of the children. It 1= a motivation-cum-resource centre to provide 'ell'ﬁl.
preparatery education

And
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for beginners, bridge course for drop outs and supplementarv education to the school going

children.

Sradha Bhawan as a Force for Social Change

* Sradha Bhawan has acted as a resource center for the children, be it workane, :chool going or

non-school going/drop out children.
Those conung to Shradha Bhawan are
free to unhise the emisting resources for
their development.

* It provides joyful iearning for the
preparatory & non-school going
children & bnidee course for

the children who were drop out

and helping them join the mamstream.

* It provides supplementary education
for sechool gomg children.

* Children snjov plavine many sports,
both mdoor and cutdoor sames; at

Shradha Bhawen, thus ensurnng overall development of & child,

* Regular monthly health check up is also conducted with the support of local PHCS and

mterested professionals by orgamsing immunization camps, health camps, =te.

* Sradhe Bhawan actively sharss informantion, provides suwidanes &carriss out advocacy for child

development & promotion of participation of community, PRIs & other relatad stake

holder=‘individuals, strensthening VECs.

* It provides counselling to parents, emplovers, formal school teachers, PRIs & the community as a

wheolz.

* Sradha Bhawan focuses on the formanon & strengthening parents committee to 2nroll and ensure

retenton of working, loitenng and dropout children to school.

* Shradha Bhawan has been active m formation of Mother's Self Help Groups, workmg towards

socioeconomic smpowearment of women.

« SISU MAHASABHA formation at village level has been a straissic mtervernuon bv Sradha K

Bhawan for protecting child rights.

Sradha Bhawan has been actively holding sensinzation and awareness campaigns on the need and

relevancs of education and other aspects relaung to child nghts,

.;, ;\.}
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Apart from the above-stated points, Sradha Bhawan has been playing 2 major role in:

» Intervening on specific child nght wiclation cases.

» Capacity building of village vouths on child nghts and 155ues relating to it
* Sensitizing on mother and child health.

» Encouragimg children to assume responsibility.

» Creating a mclusive society that will respect. care and protect the children.
» Enhancing and supporting children’s participation.

» Stimulating children’s imnferest to learn.

* Widenmg learning honizons for chiidren.

* Dealing with psycho-zocial improvement of children,

* Bunlding disciple and civic sense in children.

» Enharicing interest between formal school teachers and the community.

» Working for strengthening of formal school system.

Shradha Bhawan believes in interactive ways of providing education to children.

E Songs

M Pictures

[ Stories relatimg to different birds & animals
E Education from day to day expenernces
Role play

. EPuzzles & warm up games

VT \ |
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" Development of the Course Curriculum S H':/.
A curriculum has been developed for the Shradhs Bhawans by the eminent teachers and PEI'SQ
from Distniet Pnmary Educanon Programme (DPEP) with due eoncern of other consuliants. The
contents of the curneculum mciludes knowme numbers through songs, mathemanecs =ducanon
through stones, animals, songs of bird's tone, flowers, alphabets, months, days and behavicoursl

. L
patiern, £ic.

Case studv on Sradha Bhawan

A campsign to promote love, affection, |

care & protection and education for the IL
children was conceptualized and minated K7 “‘: ;
during post super cvelone period 1o help the O oy M2
traumatized children to start a normal life ‘ '\&’M
in Balianta biloek of Khordha distniet: Later
on 1t was extended to function as Shradha
Bhawans—a child friendly spacs, working

as village level Clald Right Resource Centers
in the Keonjhar distriet.

F/‘;;

SB centers serve as resource centres for all children in the functional village. Any child, whether
working or school going, or non school going can come to SB to utilise any of existing resources at
no cdst. Young children 1n the aze group of 3-3 years are provided pre-school education and
children above 6 wvears of age who have never attendesd school sre provided with preparatory
education and enrolled in the formal schools through these Shradha Bhawans. Bndge course is
provided to school drop outs and they are mamsireamsd mto the full tme formal schooling. The
Centres slso provide supplementary education to the school children. The §B houses books on
various subjects of mtsrest for children like story books; blographies, text books, seience expeniment
books; plays, ete. that are wnitten in a sunple manner for children to understand. Children also avail
the sports and play matenals kspt at the SB. There is provision for both outdoor and indoor games
for the children. Children are accompanied on exposure visit to enhance their understanding of local

environment,

Parents committee has been formed by SB centres to enroll and ensure retention of working,
loitering and dropout children to schiool. Mother's self help groups were formed in the operanonal
areas to alleviate poverty so that they would send their children 1o school insiead of engaging them
in domestic chores or sending them to farn money for supporting the family, The centres hold
counszling for parents, smplovers, teachers, and community eas a whole to understand the
importancs of formal education for their children and create awareness abeut the different nghts Eu
the children. Sensitizanon and awarsness campalegn are also conducted on the need and reisvancs {Jf
" education ‘and other ‘aspects relating to child rights, Children are being encouraged to “J

f l\ T \ | \\i



(7~ 1

-F- o r:-_ "
assume responsibility. Support is extanded to enhance children’s participation in the decision makmg
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process. These steps have resulted m brosdening the learmmg honzons of children, psyeho-social
improvement and m menleating discipline and ¢ivie sense m children.

We have an interestimgz and amazing storv of a 14 vear old bov Budhia (Fake Name) of Patna block of ke
Keomhar distmiet whoe was earlier a child labour not goineg to school. He used to work in his father’s
field and would watch the children play and enjoy learning in Sradha Bhawan. He would stand near the

e window and watch all that happen. Though he was mterested m studving, the hunger and financial
burden m his family forced him to earn. His reluctance 10 g0 to the field and mterest in learming at
Sradha Bhawan attracted the attennon of Urmila Mohanta, In charge of that SB centre. She informed
the authonties of the orgamizatnon about the matter. The volunteers of the Sradha Bhawan approached
his parenis and brought the mother of Budhia into the Seif Help Group of mothers. Budhia was
admitted into the Sradha Bhawan. Afier completion of his bridze course, PECUC decided to admat him
it regular school. Budhis 15 our flag bearer who with his will power and mterest erossed all the barmers
and gotaducation that was huntune him tll 14 vears.

Not only Budhia, many drop out child labourers are being brought 1o SB centre 1o help them
mainstream mmto the formal schools. These children mostly work in field or take cattle for orazing.

Mainstreaming Through Education

Educanon is the only solution to eradicate child labour. With this vision; PECUC mn ell its operational
areas started mensireamng the drop outs & child labour through education by providing them with
bridge courss and supplementary sducation. The Sradhs Bhawan centr=s became the rav of hope m the
darkness which was going to show these children a wav to their future. The Shardha Bhawan centras set
up in villages serve as a resource centre for all children. Anv child, whether werking or school going, or
non-school gomng visit these Sradha Bhawan centres and get aceess to all kinds of learning snd plaving
matenials with no fees. Jovful leaming for children-Preparatory education for non-school goins
children —bridge course for school dropouts wers given 1o bong them back 1o the fold of educaton.

Ensuring enrolment & retention in scheals/ residential schools:

Special care was raken for the enrolment of all children who were at school going age. The volunteers of
PECUC mteracted wath school teachers end ensured the enrolment of all children of the willas=. The &
main problem was therr retention 1n the school. The wretched finencial condion of their parents
e sometimes forced them te leave school to help in thair house hold chores, which was a very common
problem for the gil children. When both the parents are out for wage earning. thev also send their
children to other viilages to work as domeste servant, bagalia (or gost grarzer), helper in road zide

dhaba or other such chores 1o bring some 2xtra money. /N

fﬂ" I.:I).J
.'|'I = j .:.”'
\ =7 N\ I 14*%



o — o iy

= PECUC took spaeial care to evold such meidents by imparting treining to teachers on RTEqTict: Lf"
Child Labeur Act, and child marriage set besides training them on adopting jovful teaching and
leamning methods: The School Management Committee of the schools were also mads aware of their
responsibilities 1o monitor that no child should remain out of school and the rights of the children
being violated needs to be addressed. Thev were requestad to conduct regular meectings for the
developmient of school. Sradha Bhawan has plaved an imnstrumental role in encourasme child
participation m SMCswhere thev can put forward ther demands like construction of school

~ boundary, toilet, drinking water, plaveround, ete. Suggestion boxes are also kept in the schools where
children are free to give their suggestions without disclosing therr identity.

e

Children as peer educators: Forming Children Collectives, i.e. Sisusabha in action

Poarncipation of children is equally
unportant for thewr awareness and
sducation on protection of Child Righis.
Child Rughts Club (CRC), lecally known
as Sishu Sabhawas formed at the village
lexel with children betwesn the age group
of 6-13 vears from the respective villages.
Thess mformal mstitutions have been
established to create epportunity for
children to be familier with their nghts,
to realise their dreams and attain their full
potential,
The vision behind the formation of Sisusabhas 1= to create & safe, secure and healthy society for all the
children and the rmszion aoms at ‘absolute enjoyment of every right by every child. The objective 15 fo
encompsss every child i the school network, bnng all dropout children to school through counssling,

eradication of child labour, discourage discriminstion based on gender, caste, and rehimion, to leamn
care and share m the family so as 1o shape an ideal village and ideal school, protect all children n
natural calamities and invelve all children in the procass of immunization to march ahead towards a
healthy, aware and cultured socety.

The members of Sisusabha are selected on the basis of certain prmeiples. He/she must be between the
age group of 6 to 14 yeers: must be from the concemed village irrespective of easte; creed, gender, and “
relioon.

The meeting of Sisusabha is held once in a week with full attendance and discussions on the nights of
children, benefitz of education. current affsirs of state and natonal importance, traffic ruless,
protection of forsst and functionme of Panchavatira) system, ars carned forward by the children. A
membership register 1s mainisined in every Sisusabha and =lectuon is being held onee in & year 1o 4
select President, viee-president and Secrstarvd Asst Secretary. : U
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The president, Vice President verfies and ensures presence of all members’ in the mesting, p]?_“.TdEE
over the meeting, prepares plan and executes them properly, discusses only on selecied topics m the
meenng and disseminates all tvpe of information and tramn the members. The Secretary and Asst

yt:f’ i S 7 /’:fé

Secrstary convene meetings, write resclution and read aloud befors the members, inform different
news from Newspapers, maintgin discipline and arrange cultural programmes. -
The members of Sisusabha work as groups to mobilis= parents ‘and other stakeholders to ensure
development work like school and village, ete.

Case Studies:

Raju Nayvak (fake name), a 14-vear-cld from Pams block in Keonjhar district, left school in Class
- VI to graze goats for the villagers to help feed his famly, During the regulsr Saturday Sisusabha
meetiries, Raju would lsten mmtently, often forsetting about the goats. The Sisusabha members
noticed him and invited him to join their discussions. Raju sagerly shared his feelings. problems,
and desirs to continue his studies, The Sisusabhs members persuaded Raju's parents 1o let him \
attend Sradha Bhawan and Sisusabha. Afier prolonged persuasion, our velunizers convinesd his
parents 1o send him. Raju gradually became actrvely invelved m all the activities and emerged as a
lsad student at Sradha Bhewan. PECUC plans to send lum to formal school after he completes s
bndee course.
The Sisusabha members in Ghatabalijodi village rescusd two boys, Babuna Munda and Prasanna |
Munda (both fake names), from bonded labor (bagslia) and enrolled them m Sradha Bhawan. f
16
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In Guludipos: village, Sisusabha members persuaded Rasmi Naik (fake name). who had left schooi
to do household chores, to return to her studies. With the gsuidance of Sradha Bhawan, she was
admitted to Class VI at U.G.U.P School m Swampatna. The school teachers appreciated the
Sisusabha members for themr efforts.

In Banamahuldiha village, Sisusabha members enrolled three dropout children in Class VI after
organizing a village rally for the "School Chalo Abhivan” (Let's Go to School) campaign.

Rajesh Naik, President of Saraswat Sisusabha in Badapatana village, along with other members,
convinced the parents of Bula Naik and Pmu Naik (both fake names), who were working mn a
roadside hotsl near Patana Pnimary School, to enroll them in Sradha Bhawan through continuous
counselmg

Drop out student gets back to studies

Srikant Munda (fake name), a mmne-vear-old bov, worked alongside his parents. who were daily
wage eamers. The family lived in acute financial hardship and poverty. Srikant had to leave school
to take care of wiilagers' hivestock. Although he was interested in studving, s famly's situation
prevented him from continumg.One day, Sisusabha members mvited Sokant to therr meeting,
which he enthusiastically attended. He was greatly encouraged and happy to see other cluldren
dancing and plaving joviully. After that meeting, he began ragularly attending Sradha Bhawan and
participated in a camp at Brahmanideo organized by PECUC, where he leamed the mmportance of
education. Upen retuminge from the camp. Snkant convinced his parents to enroll huim i school
agam. Hiz father, seeing lus enthumasm, enrolled him in Class IT1. Now, Srikant := continuing his
studies with dreams of a better future, refusing to do menial jobs at Ins age. The smiles of children
like Spkant motivate PECUC wvolunteers to reach out to maceessible areas, enroll drepouts m
school, and seek alternative hivelihoeds for the parents of poverty-stncken children

SISUSHABHA —Child rights Club: Motivating children to show their inner talent
The Sishusabha members of the Jadichatar, Chakundapal GP Sisusabha i Patana Block are
actively mvolved 1n vanious village and personal development activities. Monalisa Mohanta, a
mernber of Tulashi Munda Sisusabha from Jadichatar village in Kendujhar, 15 one such active
participant. She 1s currentlv m Class VIIL, while her vounger brother is in Class I1. Her parents are [
margmal farmers who struggle to make ends meet. Despite these hardships, Monalisa excels in her
studies and extracurricular activities.

Recognizing her talent in singing, the Sisusabha members and Sradha Bhawan volunteers helped
her participate in the “Sishu Raija” program on All India Radio, Keonjhar Station, The recording
took place on September 19, 2018, and was broadcasted at 7:25 AM on September 23, 2018.
Dunng the program. Monahsa sang a song and shared her hobbies and dreams, Her parnﬂpalmn \
has mnspired other children in the area.
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4~ "The SB centers are popular for mspinng and motnivating children in education and other talents. i
Monaliza’s story has become a beacon of inspiration for others.
Children realize their nghts and duty through participation in Child Rights Clubs (Sisusabha), Child
Protection Commniittees, Schiool Management Committees, Gramsabha, and Pallisabha. Thev also
prepare children’s charter of suggestions to snbmit to pohitical party representatives. Thev engage n
research, as child reporters and Goodwill Ambassadors to promote child rights and the right to play. "=
Durning Sisumels, a wesk-lone children’s festival, they actively participaie in prepanng school safety
plans, PECUC's child protection poliey, promoting SDG campaigns, environmental protection

“w throuch tree plantng etc.

Promoting child protection mechanism at community level
Formation and strensthening of child rights protection committee from village to block level

Child Rights Protection Commitiees are formed at the willage level, mvolyine PRI members,
Anpganwadi workers, PTA/MTA /teachers, ASHA, senior citizens; ANM, CBOs, Women SHGs. and
conesmed citizens. The members foous on protecting every child in the community from abuse and
exploitation. Thev work on ralsing awarenesss about child nghts, addressing protecthion 1ssues among
the community and parents, gathening information on children, vulnerability mapping, and linkiig
government schemes and prosrems to families of wvulnerable children. Thevy also establish
connections with child protsction structures such as police stations, the Child Rights Commizsion,
CWC, and JIB. They disseminstz information about laws, leoislation. programs, and pelicies,
mtervene in violations, conduet rescues, counseling, rehabilitaton, remtegrancn, and raise resources
for ensis and intervention-related expenses. Thev wisit worksites, schools, playerounds, children's
homes, and other meenng places for children to ensure their safety and well-beng. They raise
awarensss among other staksholders as nesded.

The committees meet regularly, at least once ‘a month, and dunng emergencies. They maintam
registers, fact-findine reports, meetine procsedings, and more. PECUC facilitates capacity buildinis
for the committes members by providing wraining on vanous child protection laws, 1necluding those
related to child labor, child marriage, and the RTE Act, as well as govermment schemss and
programs. At the block level, PECUC ormanizes sensitization programs involving Block Level CPC
members. Experts from vanous fields are invited to train the committee members on child protecton
1ssuzs, relevant laws, and government schemes

Case Study: b
Keonjhar distmiet 15 one of the most underdaveloped aress m Odisha. Amone 11 13 blocks, Paina
== Block iz particularly disadvantaged. Most residents relv on agriculture and daily laber for their

livelihoods, with a majonity living below the poverty lme. Raju Munda (fake name), aged 12, and
Mahes Munda (fake name), aged 14, are from Patna Block. Raju's father is & daily laborer, while
Mahes lost his father before he was born. Dus 1o their poor sconomic conditions, both boys dropped |
4 out of school o work ‘as cow herdsrs. A locil broker approachad their parents to ke { Il\
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Y < i_'ﬂam as bonded laborers (Bagalia) fora vear, and ther unaducated and unawars parents consented.

However, Mr. Kamanikar Bank, President of the CRPC, alone with other members, rescuad the boys
just before thev were set to leave the village. Thevy convinced the parents niot to send themr children
away a5 inborers at such a voung age. Thenks to the sustamned efforts of the CRPC members, Raj end
Mahes are now atiending Sraddha Bhawan and showmg significant improvements in their studies. e

Jhuma Munda (faks name), a 14-vear-old zirl from Madhapur village in Patana GP, 15 in Class IX.
Her parents, both daily laborers, often have to search for work in other villages, strugsling to meet the
dailv needs of their five-member fanmuly. As her annual exams approached, her parents couldn’t afford
the Rs. 30 school fee, and as & result., she was not allowed to sit for the exams. The CRPC members
noticed this 1ssue, interacted with the sehool teachers, and paid the fees for Jhumsa, snabling her to take
the exam. This noble inmitiative has been oreatly ‘appreciated in the village.

Protecting children in familv/Counselling of parents

Protecung children within fammhes and counceling parents 1= g delicate 1ssue, 85 many parentis are
unaware that by not sending their children to school and mvolving them in work for & little extra
money, they are jeopardizing their children's futures and childhoods. Poverty and lack of awareness
contribute significantly to this mindset. Recogniming this, PECUC redlized that counseling parerits to

change therr mindset is crucial to eradicating child labor.

Parent Counseling: Through contmuous wvisiis, mestings, motivation, and mteraction with parents,
posiive outcomss have béen achieved. Parenis are now regularly sending thewr children 1o Sradha
Bhawan, and the enrollment of cluldren i1z mereasing. There has also been & noticeable change

parants’ attitudes toward theiwr children. Although progress is cradual, the results are promusing.

Improving Economic Conditions of Families: Poveriv is the primary dover of child labor. Many children
are forced mto work due to the need for survival and to support their famulies. Vulnerabihty to clald
lebor 1= higher in mmpovenshed arsas and inersasss dunng cnses. Improving acesss to sustamabls
sources of mecome through alternanuve livelihood stratemes is erucial to reducing reliance on child
labor. PECUC aims to provide opportunities for parsnis and caregivers of working children 1o eam
better incomes, thereby reducing their dependence on their children's wages.

Promoting Alternative Livelihoods for Parents of Child Laborers: PECUC has generated ﬁhemurhf\
livehhood opportunities for families of child laboursrs by esiablishing mother/women Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) and strenzthening lmkages for income-generatine acuvities. Women SHGs engage in
VATIOU: Income-generating activities such ‘as katchen gardemng, turmene powder preparation, tamanmnd
processing for the market, coat reanng, poultry farmme, leaf plate stitching, pottery, ete. Smmlarly,
farmer oroups have been formed end tramed mn organic farming, vermicompost preparation; seed
processing, and Iinking with -government scheme: like MGNREGA, aiming to enhance 1‘]:&:.:11':.H
\professions and inerease their daily ineomes. 1 9 '; "
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Name of the Women Group - Maa Laxmi Women Group, Total members - 11, Name of the Village -
Padmakesharpur . Name of the GP — Janmmaposi, Block - Patna, Dist - Keonjhar

Maa Laxm Women Group was formed
on Nevember 10.2012. Ininally due 10
poor économic condinon, the women were
not interestad to form groups. But when
thev understood the objective bahind 1t,
thev came forward and showead mterest to
form the group. In the earlier days, they
collected 2 handful of ree from each
member's house and ereated saving fund
by selling the rice that assisted them to
maintain the group. As the ume passed
their ssvings increasad and the group
membets tock loan for their child’s

education end to maet the medical expensss.

Gradually, they opened saving account m the bank for thamr ‘group. As a projeet acuvity, PECUC
decided 1o support the group to enter into some Ingome generation geuvities. The group showed their
interest for goatery business. They were
supported with 6 goats and 6 members
gave soatkids to other 3 members.

They also sold a baby goat for 1300 rupees
and kept the amount in the bank. Their
business mereased gradunlly day by dav.
Now each member 15 getting Rs 2000 as
profit svery vear which helps them to meet
their expenses. They used the amount to
purchase dregs and school copies for their
children. Now they have 25 goats. They
are taking proper care of them, Looking at
the benefit of formation of SHGs, other
women members of the village started

forming new SHGs. They are taking active part m identifving and addressing child labour 1ssues,
child marTiage cases, vielence on women and girls cleaming of village pond ‘and tube well getting acesss

to different Govt, schemss ond programmes, mobilizing the community, end mereasing women |
o
participation. /






Village pond linkage with MGANREGS

One willage pond was linked with MGNREGS scheme for renovatnon by Jagat Janami farmers’
groups, Bulgar sahi, Nalabilla for multi-purpese uses by the commumity. 60 thousand cubic tons of
water & stored m this willase pond for asmeunltural purpeoses mainly for imgation, bathing and
washing clothes, Knowlsdse transfer was done to the farmers whe were then able to hnk with
gsovernment sehemes being the member of SEED project of PECUC. They started getting daily work,
henes fingneial condition of their familiesimproved. This additionel income of the farmer’s families
enabled them 1o s2nd their ehildren to school instead of making them drop outs and sending them for
wage earming.
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Strengthening the family system through Farmer's Group
Nuggaon viilage comes undsr Rajnagar GP having 13
houssholds. Most of the people depend upon
agriculture for their hivelihced. With an obieenive
to do agnculturs in a stieatific manner gnd to get
meore vield, Dharamidhar Farmer Group was formad
m 2013 consisting of 10 members. They collectad
Rs 10 from sach member i averv month as savings
gnd kept the monev in the bank secount.
Before formation of farmer group, the members did
vizld 7to 8 sacks of paddy per aere usmg madinenal
method of paddy cultivation. Due to their poor state,
they also involved their chaldren in labour and they
could not go to school and eventuslly dropped out.
And chiid Iabour 15 mainly an serienitural 1ssu2 1
the seates like Odisha that mainly depend on sgniculiure
s therr primary ivehhood source.

PECUC team came up with the farmer’s training programme
twice a vear and high vielding to skll train the farmers m
SRI method of paddy culuvaton. which was less expensive.
They soon applied for Farmer’s 1D to get benefit from
Agrniculture dept. They have now got 17 qil paddy per aere
with a total profit of Rs 30,000. The profit senerated from
the cultivation is going 10 add value to their quality of life:
s Each member got a profit of Rs.1300. Fromi the money they
kept Rs 300 in their bank account and the rest amount they
could spend more on the education of their children and letung
them artend school. f
Neames of the Farmer's'eroup: - Dharamdhat Farmer's sroup , \
("ﬂ' Total members: -10, Village — Nuagaon, G.P:- Rajnsgar, Block:- Patna . Dist:- Keonjhar 23 y
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Awareness Building

Accelerated awarensss alone can help m elminanng child labour. Parental and commumity awarensss
on the evils of child labour can prevent disruption In schooline and pushmg the children into labour.
Lack of awarensss and understanding on the part of parents creatés a situation where traffickers prey
upon children who usually end up m child labour. Awareness of the community can comprehend and -

respond to children’s 1ssues more effectively.

PECUC gives prienty to awareness campaigns, as the people in the remots comer are zenermlly
unaware of the evil effects of child labour and for the reason become prev 1o the il practice. PECUC
has undertaken many campaigns like campaign against child labour, relly, sisnature campmign, 44
days campaion to end child labour, social media campaion. block level; distnet level and state level
advocacy workshops, vanous competitions like drawing, painting, essay, debate among children
assizning eradication of child labour as the theme, sand art at Pun, Bhubaneswar, media advoeacy,
IEC matenals, ete., 10 creats 4 sense of responsibility among the adults and to make the children
realize thewr rights eand dunes:

Awareness through IEC materials

IEC matenals like poster, leaflet, brochurs, booklet, videos, walling, eic., were prepared to generate
awareness among the people. These IEC matenals foens on child labour laws and Acts, schemes and
programmes of Govt., Information on orgame farmung, livelihood activities like goatery, madia chasa,
lakha chasa, bes keeping, mushroom culnvation, vermin compost and other such mformanon for the
farmlies of the child labour. The educanion provided throush TEC matenals went & long way, farmers
started reviving thér tradinonal method of farming by using orgamie compost and women SHGs
started mvelving 1n vanous income generation activities like goatery, poultry, mushroom cultivation,
turmeric processing and many such other acuvities which helped them to mmprove their financial
condition. Parsnts instead of engagmng their children in the labour activities started sending their
children te school, which showed a sharp declme m the dropout Tates and mereased enrolment m the
sehool

44 days campaign to end child labour

PECUC started a 44 davs campaign to end chiid labour m all 11s field areas to create mass awarensss
about child labour. This campaien stars on 30th Aprl on National Antu-Child Labour Day and ends
on 12th June, World Day against Child labour. Rally, sisnature campaign, workshops, posisr b
campalgn, sand &rt, Varous compettions, debates among children, =te., are carned out i every
operational areas of PECUC as well as in Bhubansswar. Manyv high ranking officials of Govt, and
Labour dept, personnel from media along with celebnties of Cine world, children sroups, vouth
groups, and women groups parucipatad i this campaien. Togsther they advocate for the eradication

of child labout. /5
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Network & Alliances

PECUC has worked with various networks and allianees to eradicate the avil of child labour. PECUC
has worked with Dept. of Labeur and vanous CSOs for achieving the goal of child labour free society.
PECUC has mvolved itself in vanous networks to broaden its knowledee, hornizon and to work
sxtensively m'a broader peophery.

* Hosunz the State Secretariat of Odicha Alliance for Child rights [DACR], an alliance of civil society
orgamzations workme for children’s nights m Odisha.

+ Secretary, PECUC 15 the Executive Committee Member and the former Chairperson of National
Action & Coordmation Group for ending wviolence against children [NACG EVAC] India, a country
level ervil somisty platform of SAIEVAC — Scuth Asia Inthative to End violence Agamnst Children, an
Inter-Govenmental Apex Body of SAARC & Presently PECUC is the National Secretariat of NACG
EVAC India.

* State Cors Team Member of Destination Unknown Children on Move -DUCOM campaisn.

* PECUC was hosting Odisha State Seeretanat of CACL from 1999 to 2003

* PECUC hosted National Secretanat of Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL) —A Network of
more than 6000 child nights / ant child labour groups from 2003-2007 & presemtly iz the National
Execurive Committee Member of CACL.

Visible Change Processes
Micro level changes \
The effort of PECUC is glannely vizsible in all its operationial aress. Parents are sending their children

== t0 SB centres, Anganwadi and schools, The Iivelihood ‘actvines of farmilies are showmg the sign of
drastic improvemeni. The CBO: are advocating for the promotion and protection of child nghts, the
yvouth groups are actively partucipatng in advoeacy processss, and the women sroups are also kesping
their eves open for any drop outs and child labour in their respective villages, The Sisusabha or Child
right elub members are also monitorme the situation in their village and any /e
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plight of a child 15 mken nto consideration. Village Lavel Child Protecnon Commuttees are also
funcnionmg properly and coming 10 action m casss of necessity. The PRI members are also taking
child right vielation 1ssues &t pnoTity.

Macro level changes

Child labour i= one of the sravest problems faced by the Indian zooiety for a long ome. As the
problem 15 a roadblock m Indig’s economic development, the country has come up with manv laws
end policies to eradicate chuld labour from the societv. In 1979, the Central Government formed
the first statutory committee to analvse on the issue of child labour m India. One of their major
obsarvations was that the problem of child labour is mmextneably linked to poverty. Taking into
accomnt of Gurupadsswamy Commiites, the Umon Government enacted the Child Tabour
(prohibition drid regulation) Act, in 1986, Apart from this there are various other acts and laws to
put a check on child labour including the Factories Act, 1948, The Mines Aet, 1952, the Juvenile
Justes (Care and Protection) of Children Amendment Aer, 2013, the Minmmum Wages Act, 1948,
The Right of Children to Free and Compulsorv Edueation Act, 2009 and many other schemes and
programmes. Varous statutery bodies have also been ereated to protect the children from all tvpes
of exploitations meluding elild labour.

Stories of Change

When vou have a dream, vou have got 1o grab it and never let zo and Samita (Faks Name) realized
the eredibility belind the sentence and expressed her ludden wish to rejoin school and restart her
studies which was being disrupted due to the death of her mother out of covid. She was en route to
accepung the harsh reality till life put her on the mat. The responsibility of the family (compnses of
her linle brother and fathsr) comes on  her hittle shoulder as bher father is a daily labourer and he
left house m the early morming leaving them alons. Samite had to do all the housshold crores as her
brothsr was also gome school end atter fimishing all the houszhold crores, she hardlyv sot tme to
reiax and finally she was being msisted to left her studies.

In the mean tme, the volunteers of PECUC wvimited her place and durine intsraction the whole
story came to hight and her father was asked sbout the discomtmuance of her education. He
stronglv objected saving after the death of his wife nobody 15 there to look after the family and if
she wall go 1o school then who will take care of the family? However, continuous counseling by the
PECUIC team resulted in positive ouicome. Samite also revealed her mner wish to continue her
education but was apprehensive gbout her father’s approval. Looking at her daushter's interest
Abhimanvu also agreed to get her admit into school but as Sarmita left her studies i elass 8th and
vet to be admitted n class 9th and there 15 no school m their village area which was again the cause
cf his
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F{ " reluctance to send her too far, His conesrn with regard te the safety and securnity of the ehld n:&g also
addressed by the team by sending her with other children i their village.
Finally, Samita got admitted in class9th at the Girl's lngh schocl, Balakau of Baliants block with the
help of PECUC volunteers and now she goes 1o school repularly and attending classes, interacting
with friends and each day moving a step forward towards pursming her dream as revealed by Sammia
expressing her gramude towards PECUC! e

Ramu Mumda (Fake Name) Back to School

Ramu Munds of Patma block of Keonjhar distnict was reading in 5th eiass when his father expired.
After the death of his father Ramu staved back snd never returnad to school for one vear. When the
Village leve! Child Protecion Committese members came to know about Ramu Munda’s situatoen,
they visited his house and met his mother and talked about Ramu Munda's situation end make her
understand the importance of education for her son. They also took mitative and admitted Ramu m
the 6th elass. Ramu 15 now régulariy going to school. One child 15 saved from becomine a child lebour
and working early for earming his hvelthood. Children in those tribal belts of Keonjhar are casily
converied to child labour if nmely precaution is not taken. Keeping them in school can be the solunon
to this problem.

Back to Education Aunil Munda and Raka Munda (Fake Name)

These children i prejeer area have been out of school for more than 1.3 vears. Aumil Munds from a
village of Pama block of Keponjhar uzed to study in class 6, But he left school and took to grazing his
family’s goats and catile for helpmng his parents. Project team of PECUC, motivated him and
counselled his parents 1o let him join the Sradha Bhawan to continue education. He 15 now happv to
g=t back to lis studiss.

Raka Munds, age 12 studyving in elass 6th, raking care of cattle to support their parents as schools are
clozed of the same villaze of Pama biock. His parents are not coneemsd about the connnuston of his
education. The sisusablia members and the volunteers counseled his parent and he is coming to
Sradha Bhawan

Happiness is going to school

Rmki Munde (Faks name), agad §, 15 living in a village of Pana Block of Keonthar with her parents.

Her parents ars dally wage labourers. Both of her parents hesitated to send her to school because both

of them were workinag, o they wanted her deughter to look after the houss, When PECUC voluntsers \

and CPC members came across this 1ssue, they immediatsly counselled her parents. Now they have
== cnrolled Rinki in school. Rinki 1= very happy about geing to school.

Children should be in school....
Eduecancn 15 the pnme and onlv way through which the underprivileged can escape the vieious evele of

A poverty. PECLUC has been trymme tirelessly to bning poor and underprivileged chuldren te school
SR
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-\ and provide them with a basie education. Here iz Rima, an underprivileged child of a tribal village, |
whio marched to school with our initiative.

Rima Munda (Fake Name), 8 7-vear-old child from a village of Patna block of Keonjhar, lives with
her parents and tweo siblines. Her parents are daily wage workers and own a small patch of land. Her
father works as a cow grazer i the villaze, and her mother does household work at other’s houses 10 V-
sarn therr livelihood. Their unsteady meome forees the family to skap many meals. Her parents did not
have adequate resources and awarenass to send thew children to school. The phght of Runa cames to
“w the attention of velunteers from PECUC and CPC members who tned to find out the reason for Rima
not attending the school. They came to know that she could not get admission to the school dus to her
lack of an Aadhar card. Rima was sad 1o =¢ her fnends o to school, but she was helpless 1o do
anvthing, The PECUC volunteers helped her apply for and obtam an Aadhar Card and approached
the school for her edmission: This vear, in the coming session, Rimawill be enrolled in the schoeol with
her Aadhar card. Her parents are very happy that their little angel would fly to school and be one
among others to march forward for & betier hife free of economic hardship, Rima’s joy knows no
bounds, thinking about the thrill of going to school and makmg her parents proud one day. Rima’s
parents expressad their gratitude and thanked PECUC for its support and help in getting her admitied

into the school and paving her wav to learning.

Mala is happy to attend school

Mala (Fake name), is a ten-year-old girl from a remote viliage of Patna block of Keonjhar district. She
lost her father when she was very young. Her mother works as daily labourer to mansage her family of
six meluding 3 children. The fapuly was living m abject poverty and did not have any landed property
or cattle. Poverty did not allow Mala to zo to school. She was helpmg her mother in the housshold
work. When it was diffieult 1o arrange two meals in a day, the family could not think of sending the
children 1o school. Her mother was planmng to ask Mala to work as Houss maid in the village to add
to her mother’s income. The case of Meala came to the notice of CPC members and PECUC
volunteers: they diseussed the matter with the school teacher and her mother also. They convineced her
maother 1o allow Mala 1o zo 10 school. With the sncourasement of the volunteers, Male joined schoel
in the 202() session. She is very muich happy with the thought of asttending the school. The mother and
the child thanked PECUC for their support, mouvation, and encouragement in bnngme & smile to the
face of the helplessehild.

Sila (Fake name) resumed her education... \
Sila, an sleven-vear-old girl from a village of Psina block of Keonjhar, lives with her parents and two
= brothers. Her parents are dallv wage earners and fight to manage the family with their unstable
income from daily wage. She stopped zoing to school when she was in class 4th because she had to
leok after her younger brothers at home when her mother was our for work., The CPC members of
that village took cognizance of the martter and discussed the matter with her parents. They counseled /|
the gul and motrvated her parents to semnd her to school. It was very difficulr imtially to make the, II I")

;1‘.|Ifamil}' understand the mportance of education and how it could change the ives of the 3 0'-!'
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= fammly members. Her parents wers assured that they would not have anv financial burden if thev sent -
their child to the school. Post counseling, she joinad Shradha Bhewan run by PECUC., Very soon, she
developed an interest i studies: She then started regularly attending the school and also acuvely

participated m all the actovines of the msutunon, A hnile sppport can help the children to reach them

g ’ 7

potential. She is very happy and jubilant i pursume her studies. Now she thinks about continuing her -

stuches further and proving that education can change the hives of the underprvileged, She expressad

her gratntude end thanked PECUC for its support and metvaton that brought her to school and
N heiped her in realinng her dreams.

From an irregular siundent to a budding talent...

Sumit (Fake name), a 10-vear-old bov from a remeote village in the Paina block of Keonghar dismet,
live with his parents and four siblings, meluding two brothers. The family is verv poor, and his parents
are daily wage earners. Thev work hard the whole day to manage a family with their uneven mmcome,
Many umes, the children have to do dailv housshold work as the parents sst out 1o work sarly 1 the
mormng, Sumit was studvine in 3th grade but was very irrégular in school, as he had to help his
parents and take care of his brothers and sisters. Child Club members encouraged and motivated him
to come to Shradha Bhawan. When he went thers, he-was very excited about playing with other
children and studving togsther. Gradually, he developed an interest im studving and other
extracurmcular sroup actvities. Now he 13 attending school regularly and showme a keen interest in
learming. The parents of Sumit expresséd their gratitude and thanked PECUC for thawr support and
miotivaton, for which Sumit 1s now dreanung of a goed future. However, PECUC 15 contmtted to
spotung-the school left-outs and dropouts and bnnging them back to school to provide them with a
baszic education, which can ereate awareness and optimizm to march forward in hfe.

Asima’s (Fake name) Journey: Child labour to formal schooling
Asima, aged 10 vears, was living with her parents in a remote village of Pams block of Keonjhar
distniet. Her parents are daily-wasge labourers, with uneven income throushourt the vear. The family
struggles hard to make both ends meet. When the family remained disturbed in the thought of
arTansing two mesls a dav, 1t was hard to talk about school'and education. Asmma was studyme in 4th
grade, but she was very uregular in school as she had to look after her younger brother at home when
her parents were out of home for work. She also doss all the hous=hold chores by herszlf. When CPC
members of that villege knew about this, they counselled her and persuaded her parents to send Asima
to school. She started gome 1o Sradha Bhawan resularly, and there she developed an intersst m study
and other extracurncular sctivities. Now she 15 going to school regularly, and she 1= very enthusissne K
and optmistue about pursuing her studies further. She 15 being counselled and motivated intermuttently
by PECUC voluntzers to develop sincenty and contnue studving so that she could be suceessful m
brngine the family out of poverty. She and her parents thank PECUC for itz suppert and motivation
10 brmg her 1o school.. PECUC believes that edueation is the key to overcoming the ensis of poverty,
sender equality, and human rights, |

\
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J,,; “Education a tool of poverty eradication i
PECUC believes that education 15 the vehicle to help poor families come out of poverty. It aims 1o
equip children with literacy and skills that can enable them to gamn emplovment and brmgz fineneial

relief to their families.

L%

L

Samia Munda (Fake name) lives with his parents end two other siblings m Patma block of Keomhar e
distmier. His parents work as dailv wage earners with a verv unstable mcome, and it was very difficult
on their part to manage therr familv with the paltrv amount thev sarn. Because of poverty, lus parents

“w sent him to other villages to work as Bagalia (looking after catile) when he was mn 6th grade. He
became a dropout and left school 1o work and eam monevy 1o add a hittle to lus parents” meome. Child
Club members of the village took up this issue at the Child Club meeting. The Ward Member, along
with Child Club members, went to Sama’s house and convmeed the family to brmg Sama back 1o his
village and put him mm the school. His parents agrsed, and Sama returmed to his village, leaving the
work in the neighbounng village. On his return, he joined the Child Club in his village and contunued
his studies m schoel. Now he is so happy to attend school end pursue his studies,

It has been the efforts of PECUC to sgathar the miformation of dropouts snd bring them back to
school so that with education and literacy, awareness would enlizhren them to get our of poverty.

A change for better

The father of Sanjit Mehanta (Fake name} went to Bengaluru in search of work when he was r=ading
in Class 2. The familv was verv poor and in utter distress, due te which he could not eontinue his
studies. He remained et home and helped his mother with housshold work. When his mother got
associated with PECUC supported SHG, she was able to get & loan. With this, she started farming
and was able to sam & hvelihood. She was encouraged and inspired to allow Sanjit 1o continue his
studies after & gap of one vear. He was admuitted to class 3rd and attended Sradha Bhawan regularly.
Now he 15 performing well m s studies and shows exira mterest in them. His mother gives full crednt
to PECUC for the change mm her fortune and expects that her child will not be compelled to move to
far-off places in search of work, leaving his family mn the village in distress. The villagers also praiss
the mitative of PECUC to organize the women and arrange altemate livelihoods for them to snable
them to be =l reliant. Poverty could be sradicated only through education and skill development,
which PECUC proves.

Returning to School \
Sithun Munda’s (Fake Name) father died 3 vears ago. He is living with his mother end & sister. His

= mother 1z working as a deily labour to manage their expenses. Thev are very poor. Sithun used to look
after other's livestock to earn some moneyv. He wasenroiled at school but did not attend school. When
Sradha Bhawan started in their village, volunteers and other project staff convineed his mother to
send Sithun to Sradha Bhawan. They discussed with his mother the importance of education and how

1t 15 extensively required for a better future for him. His mother finally agreed 10 1
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send lnm to Sradhs Bhawan. Shradha Bhwan helped Mithun restart hus education, and after some W
davs, he jomed school too. Sithun is now studyine n 6th erads and performme well in lns studies,

The storv of KanakBentkar and RamilaBentkar (Fake name)
Palanghan Panchavat of Pama Block is-an undeveloped and impoverished GP in Keonihar distrier. [
A majonty of the inhabitants belone to Munda mbe who are not sware of education; henee, they do
not prefer 1o send their children to schoo! mther prefer to ensasge them mm manual work teo earn

e comething to add to their income for livelihood. Kanak and Ramils Bentkar of Bentksrzahi of the
village wers working as daily wage sarners in their tender agz. Kuman Champaban Mahanta and
Mikiram Mahanta, member of our child rights team traced them and mformed the CRPC member.
By the sincere efforts and counseling of the CRPC, both the airls got admission in the school, Now,
theyv are recular school goers. The t=achers hiave been requestad to take little extra caré of them to

encourage them towards studies,

The story of Jumpa Bentkar (Fake Name)

Jumpa Bentkar, & 12 vears old mrl of Palanchatn GP, a tnbal dominated GP of Patna Block m
Keonjhar distmct was spotted to be a drop out when the villagers were preparme a social meppme
along with the child club members, which was called as CEMIS. The village people enumeraie the
total child populaton of their village and categorize school gomng children, AWC children, child
labour, drop out through social mapping (CEMIS). Jumpa left her school at the tender age to take
care of the cows and goats at home. Both of her parents work as daily wage earners. A little addition
m their income was a big thing for them. But Jumpa had & great attraction towards studies. She was
cormng 10 the child club meeting and onece she expressed her désirs 10 come to school and contimue
her study. The child olub members took interest and counseled her parents about the value of
educanon in future. They made them aware of the acts and laws like the Free Pnmary compulsory
Education offered to the children within the age group of 6-14 vears (RTE Act). The village people
provided rice from grain bank to her mother and paddy from sead bank 1o her father. The parents of
JumpaBentkar sent har to school and now she 15 & happv remilar school gosr. The family was
provided with counseling on modam organic farminge so that they would not nesd their daughter’s
help in earning that extra amount. The family blessed and thanked PECUC and the child club
members for talane their dear to school. Her parents are happy te dream that thelr daushter would
eam with digmitv,

COMMUNITIES FOR REEPING EXCLUSION AT BAY
The story of Sunita Maharana (Fake Name)

The story 15 about a 13 vears old teert who came back to school from field with & smile on her face.
She 15 Sunita, who left schoel after the demise of her father as 1t was not possible on part of her
mother to support two children. Her elder brother left the school 1o work but the income was snll
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= isufficient to feed three stomachs. Being desperate, Sumita, began supperting her mother and elder
brother m their earning by leaving education. She buned her desire to study further under the acute
pressure of poverty. The child nights club members 100k cogmizance and brought her back 1o school.
Now she joined school in class 8th after a series of conzultations at community level with her mother
and elder brother by the child elub and child proteetnon commuttee. She 1s happv to be 1 school agam.
PECUC 15 wyving to provide support to the family for alternate livelihood so &s to spare Sumta for
study. She desires to study more and become a teacher so that she could make aware the girls like her
to come 1o school to lead a dienified lifs,

Strong will and can bring change

Kanuapada is a backward villase of Pame block in the district of Keonjhar of Odisha having 3000
population in 316 honseholds. Paddy cultuvaton is the mam oecupation and source of earning of the
people. The village 15 composed of 3 different castes/community, 1.6, Mahanta, Naitk & Munda. Most
of the village dwellers are dependent upon the traditionsal ferming. The villagers are all below poverty
line and lead & verv nuserable life with no other means of earning sxecept seouting for work in other

villeges.

PECUC identfied the village and facilitated a Sisusabha umting all the village children to work for
making their village free of somal exelusion. On the cecasion of the observance of “No Child Labour
Dav” on 30th Aprl 2012, & village level rally was orgamized bv the Sisusabha members in the village.
With different slogans to stop child labour, they moved arcund the villase. During the process, they
identified Munu Naik (Faks Name) aged 8 vears pld, who was grazing village cows and sheep to add &
little income of his father to feed the family of six. The Sizhu Sabha and CPC committee members
counseled his parents, They also interacted with the child and after repeated mteraction end meetings,
thev could convines to bring Munu back to school and admit him 1n Class-3 after his completion of
the bridge ecurse in Sradha Bhawan, Now his parents are happily sending Munu te school as well as
to the child club without any hesitation. He became a regular student of class-3, and start=d atzending
the child elub regularly with his friends. Ha fecls delishied with the hope that hes would not have 1o sell
his labour and sarn with dignity like o decent man when he grows up.

Saved from the shackles of Bonded Labour

Sabitm Munds (Fake Name)ofKendeipasi GP of Patna block in the district of Keonihar an eleven year
old poor tbal gir]l was engaged by her parents 10 graze cattle at the house of ons Nakhia Mahanta of
nearby village with an ennual agresment of Rs. 2000/~ as a bonded labour. which led her te K
discontinue studies m Clgss TII. Her parents had the idea that as Sabiin 15 the elder danshter of the
family, she should have to know the basie honsshold aetivitiss and support the family by saming
something bv workme at others houss. This would help the famiy 1o overcome the finsncial
consiralnts 1o some extent. She was conunumng her job of bonded lebour sinee lest two vears, On 313_!‘.;,_
October, a mesting of Bidvadavimi Child Club was crganized st Ansanwadi Center. The child ’ ||I".,
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mvitation of the President, Sabitrn agreed gladlv to attend the mesting. The members, mostly her
friends objected her work as a bonded labour at other village and demanded to readmit Sabitn mto
the school. Sabiin sobbed and ‘expressed her desoe to go 1o school a5 she did not like to work in
other’s house. The President assured her 10 do the best. Now the Child club ‘and CPC members triad
to make her parents understand as they would be losing the micoms of their daughter. But the elub
members and CPC members did not lose thewr hope and camried on their efforts te convines her
parsnts. Ulnmaztely, the couple agreed not 1o send the child to other village for work. PECUC 15 now
scouting siratezy to help the family through altemative ivelihood system to maise their income so that
thew could spars the child for study and say no to bonded labour. Now, change is evident in the face of
Sabitni, She hopes to study like her fnends and plav as per her will. In this hope, she regularly attends
the Sishusabha and shares her feelings and aspiratnions with her fnends and peers. It was found that
the parents are reelizing the fact that education only can stop bonded labour and pave the way for
diznified sarming.

Mangala’s(Fake name) story of happiness

Dumurnia Gram Panchavar under Patana block of Keonjhar distniet 15 a tribal dominated GP. Most of
the imhebitants beiong to the SC, 5T & OBC community. The people are mamly dependent on
agriculture & daily wages for their ivelihood.

PECUC identifiad and selectad the village as most of the people were below poverty Iine and preferred
1o send their children to work instead of school. A child elub was formed m the willage, The children
wok mterest and did wonders. Thev orpanized vanous ralhes 1o create awareness among the
community members on child labour and the cluldren’s nghts. Sishu Sabha members participated 1o
differant forums and piatforms to fight for the nghts of the excludad chuldren. At the tmne of review of
Somal Ezelusion mapping, the Sishu Sabha members identified one Mangala Munda worling as
“Bagalia” (local term used for bonded cow care iaker). She also performed various other menial
housshold works at her master's house of the same villaze.

One Saturday, Mangala was beaten mereilessly for a little fault by his father and she was in & hornble
state. Her fnends and the President of Saraswan Sishu Sabhea convened an emergent meeting and
decided to intervene. They immediatsly informed the CPC President and shared all abour Mangals.
With the help of the CPC president, they met her father and asked a lot of gquestions, Thév warnad
him not to treat chuld like an emimal and mformed him about the Child Labour Prohibition Act. Thev
dlso wamed the emplover to release Mangaia within two davs. Mangala cot relief. After this event,

== Mangala expressed her desire 1o be a member of Sishusabha and go 1o school. The volunteers helped

her in enrolling in the school. That was a unique mcident where the children became perturbed and
raised their voice against child inbour and physically torture the child. Now Mangsla fesls secured and
15 gradually gaiming cenfidance that she would
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.;“_lﬂb members brought Sabitn to the meeting and explaned herthe works of the child elub. With the
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" read and not do menial jobs. She hias confidence that she has a voice and somewhere soms people are
there 1o hear 1t. We do share this caze with othér Sishusabhas as a good job done by the chuldren as &

story of motivation.

The story of Babu Naik (Fake Name)
Chinamatiposi Gram Panchavat, Patana block of Keonjhar district 15 composed of SC, ST & OBC -
Cc&mmu.nit}' with dominanee of SAUNTI", The peoplas largely depend upon sgnculture &are daly
wages laboursrs. With the minative of PECUC, & child club has been formed in the name of Budhia
~ Smeh child club in the village. The Club members have crganized vanous rallies 1o raise awarensess
among the community mémbers on éducaton. Sishu Sabha menmibers participated in different evenis at
different platforms to raise awareness on the nights of the exeluded children, The Sishu Sabha members
tracad one 13 vear old Babua Naik working as & cleaner in a readsids hotel at Dhenkikote market,
Apart from cleaning, he was doing vanous other works of the hotel.
One dev Bebu was beaten black and biue by the hotel owner for a little mistake. He ran away from the
hotel and reached village, He told his missry and requestad us fnends 1o save him as his father would
force him 1o go back agamn 1o bz beaten, His fmends requested the Presmident of Budhia Sing Sishu
Sabha. The Sishusabha members inumated the case to the Prenident, CRPC. CRPC Presidentwith ell
the members of Sichusabha met the owner of the hotsl and asked why he has employed a child as
labour and the cause of beating. They wamead the hotel owner that he may face serious consequence
for emploving a child and rorturimg him. Thev also asked him to know the Child Labour Prohibition
Aet and the related pumshment, They also warned hun not to repeat the off2nice otherwise they would
approach the police for lesal action: Babu also sot confidence and returnsd to his friends. The
Sisusabha members met Babu's father and convineed him to get his son gadmitted in school and let him
read. Babu is & happyv and free boy eagerly attending school regularly.

The story of Sasa Bhumija (Fake Name)

In the Musakhon Gram Panchavat under Patna Block of Ksonjhardistriet, the people depend on
agriculture and daily labour for eammmng their livelihood. A CRPC has been formed with the help of
PECUC in this village. The CRPC members own a lot of achievements here. They have partucipated in
different forum and platforms to raise vowce for the nghts of the exeluded cmldren. The child club
members identified Sasa Bhumija, a ten vear old who was taking care of her vounger brother. Sasa was

domg all the honsshold chores at her home as her parents worked as dailv wage labourers:

The child club members frequently mat Saza and talked about the Child Prorection polioy, Sradhak
Bhawan and Child ciub. They encouraged and persuaded her to paracipate in the child club meetung.
After repeated and continued persuasion, Sasa agresd to come to the mesting. But her parents did not
allow her 1o be a part of the child club. The child club members met the CRPC member and requested
Mr Balaram Mahanta, the President of CRPC 1o bong Sasa 1o school. The President and othsr
members approached Sasa’s parents and tried to bring aware them about the child rights poliey, Ci]'ﬂd.t
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send the child to school being apprehensive of dimmished meome. The members linked them m
MGNREGS 1n the village with gusrantes of mcomes and enrolled the child 1n Class-4th at Malhpost
Prmary School. Her brother also started comme te the nearest Anganwadi centre. She jomead school
regularly started gome to school and their parents expressed thanks and gratitude to PECUC for the
hzlp and counseling. They now want their child to studyv and lhive & life of dignity.

Samal Majhi's (Fake Name) story of going to school

Seven year old Samal Majh, & poor mibal child of Patna biockofKsonjhar distriet was srazing cow &s
his parents remamad out of home m ssarch of dmly wage work. Dug to poverty, he had no other
option but to work as a cow grazer 10 provide an exiza support 1o the familv, But he was verv cunious
about the Sradha Bhawan and keenly watehed the activines of chaldran like studving, plaving. singmg
and dancmg. PECUC'sMult PurposeVolunteer eslled him & asked whether he was interested in
attending the SB center. He expreszed luz willineness bur showed hiz apprehension about the consent
of hiz parents. The MPV approachesd his parents end assured support meluding mid day meals, dress,
books and manyv other facilines. Our MPV helped i enrolling his name m the primary scheol. Now he
15 :going to school resularly. The teachers opine that the child s improving and his confidence 1s
growing up every day.

Jasomati's(Fake Name) story of not being a caretaker anyvmore

MiluVentakar is g permanent resident of Patana block of Keonjhar distniet. He 1= & dasly wage labour
having 4 children. He has no sgncultural land and solely depends on daily wage to manage the famly.
His 12 years old daughter Jasomauworks as a carstaker of goats of other villagers. By this she could
supplement a little 1o the family mcome.

She often comes to the Sishu Sabha and guietly listens to the discussions, When asked why she 15 ot
joming the children in discussion, she shyly replied that she wants te study but her parents are not
allowing her to do so. She has to take cars of her siblings and eam something to help her father in
supporting the family. The voluntesrs of the Sizshu sabha took the mmitatve o talk 1o her perents and
monvate them to send her to the school. The teacher of the sechool also convineed her parents along
with the Sishu sabha members and assursd them thart thev need not have to spend a single penny for
their child’s education and the school would bear all the expenses. The child was enrolled in the school
with the mitiative of the t=acher and club members. Now the child 15 happy with her books and bag.
She t2lls that the food in the MDM is zood and zhe f=cls delizshted with her fmends. She does not like
to work. She has started smilme which she had forgotten under the burden of labour and poverty. The
Sichu sabha members have requested the Gram Panchavat representatives to extend some help from
the Government schemes to her father so that he would not engage his other children in work.
Jasomat 15 an active member of the Sishu sabha now.
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Uday migrated from Ganjam distniet and settled i & slum m Bapuj Nagar in the heart of
Bhubaneswar. His father works m a bicvele repainng shop and the earnings were not sufficient for a
family of § members. Prabhat (Feks Name), the eld=st among the four sons slso went with his father
to learn and work m the cyele repair shop mstead of school 1o support the fanuly.

PECUC was conducting & child labour mapping with support from Kherdhs Distmict Labour
Department in 2007 and dunng the procsss, Prabhet was identified as a child labour. PECUC got
him admutted in Nenonal Child Labour Projeet (NCLP) Schoo! at Ashok Nagar and mainstreamed
him into 6th class in Unit I Bovs High School, Bhubaneswar, Prabhat is in touch with education 1o
remain m touch with hite. He has a sreat mter=st in dance end sinming along with his studies, The
NCLP School worked as a sprmgboard for him to edopt &8 meaningful future far awav from the
prison life led by child labourers, The NCLP Schoo! identified and developed the sinming talent in
him. He has already been recogmized as a high achiever in “Bhajan” albums and other stasze
performances. Prabhat is A changed young man and remiembers the horrible days when he had to go

to the evele repair shop for sarning just & meager amount 1n cost of his dreams.

A Change in Life

The 13 vears old Dama (Fake Name) is now readine in Class V in Ashok Nagar NCLP School. He
iz fond of smgimg, pamting and dancing, He has attended many cultural programmes. “I have got
the s¢ope to participate at National level programme and have besn to Delhi”, said Dama with
dazzling eves.

Life 'was a struggle for him. He lost his parent= at the age of 3. Dama is the voungest i the family
with 3 sisters and 2 brothers, They were hiving in the slum m Ashok nagar. His sistér was workmg as
8 maid servant to meanage the home. But i was a tough task to provide food and clothing te the
members of the family. So the 7 vears old Pama had to come to the street in search of work. He
resorted to collect rags and polvthenes for two yvears with an eaming of Rs 120/- per month. With
this money he managed to buy dresses for hims=lf and &lso paid the eléctne bill of the house,

Dama was idenufied by Mr Santosh and Ms Suprava, both teachers of NCLP and collected all the
details, Soon thev approached his sister to allow Dama to pursue studies. After sustained persuasion
and efforts, Dama got admission into Class IV in the NCLP School. His performance was very good
and lons with he was alzo showing bnlliance in debate and literature.

Story of the excluded child

Khirsitangires GP 15 one of the tmbal dommated GP of Patne biock undsr Keomhar district, Ifis 22
lon away from the disirict head quarter and 23 lan away from block head quarter.. The GP is largely
dommated by Schedule Caste people. Aonicultures 1s the main occupation of the villagers and some
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are engaged in pettv businesses and dailv wages for their hivelihood. Rith Naik, (Fake Name) a daily

wage labourer lives in this village with his family of four sons and one daughter. Due to abject poverty,
Rith (Fake Name) had already stopped the edueanon of his three sons and dauchter and now 1t was
the tum of Ramesh (Fake Name), the vounger one, Poverty forced the father 1o let Ramesh work in a
Hotel at Khirasitangires markest, He left his studies st class VII, Followins the footsteps of hiz elder
brothers and sister, he also started werking as a child labourer to add mecome te his fanuly.

Druring the proesss of Social Exclusion Mapping, PECUC identified Ramesh as a child labourwho was
engaged in hazardous sector and intervensd with the Sishu Sabha membeérs at Dalanea. The Sishu
sabha members discussed with Ramesh and persuaded him to join school again. But Ramesh had fear
of his father and the hotel owner. The Sizhu Sabha members took the minatives to bring his parents to
home time and again. made them aware sbout the righis of the children, Then the Sishu Sabha
m=mbers met the hotel ownsr at Khireitaneires and tnsd to maks hm aware of Child Labour
Prohibition Act and threatened to inform police. Ultimatelv, the Hotel owner realized and released
Ramesh with one month salary as & blessine, Ramesh was ss glad as a free bird.

Sizhu Sabha members with a lot of happiness accepted Ramesh as an acnve member of ther Child
Club. They also coordinated with the Head Master of Khireitansiree High Schoel and Ramesh zot
admission m class VIII. Ramesh 1= now reading m clasz IX ‘and very happy with his fellow students and
his child elub foends. I do like to read. I feel elid when 1 sse myv friends with their school bags go te
school with a delighted face. But I took it 85 my fate to clean the utensils and plates of people”, he
bursts mto tears. Now, he is an active member of the Sishu sabha and believes that no child should be
out of school. Our furure shonld not be destroyved wath & paltry sarmine. Ramesh 15 of the wsw that
education 1z the kev to overcome child labour.

Somesh (Fake Name) fought out his way to light
The tmibes have & tradition of strong social defense system in place to protect children who have lost
their parents and mn n=ed of care and protection. The child was immeadiately and mstantly adopted by

his/her nearest relatives or the kinsman. But time and nde has made people somally and economucally

vulnerable. Thev are unable to contunue the practce duz to povertv at home. Instututneonal support 1s
required to bnodes the gaps and to ascertain the best interast of the child. The following 15 an effort te
that end.

A eluster of tnibal houses are located in-a cut off area in Diani hemlet of Patna Block, and separated
bv patches of desp and dense forsst. People have to traverse through the rough and tough roed 1o fetch
water from the tube well located in the main village, An ICDS centre and g primary school are the only
msntunonal facilines in the villaze. The ward meémber, ASHA and AWW are from the mam villags,
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With everv dav break, Somesh iz found with a herd of cows on his way te the jungle. He usad o
return home at sunszet. At times he was accompamed by his two younger sibhings. Somesh 15 m the
profession for last one vear untl he was identifisd as & “Bagalia™ by the MPV in the month of
October m 2012.

The storv of Somesh and his two vounger siblings is seakesd with conipassion and pity. Somesh and
his vounger sibling are orphans. His father died im 2002 and his mother eloped m 2007. Somesh: and
two of his vouneer siblines were siaying with their patemal uncle. His poor suardians could not
afford the pressure of 3 children and thev decided 1o send Somesh as bagalia to reduce the pressure
on housshold economy. Somiesh wias asked to take care of the goats. In the course of time, he
dropped out from school to begin his new life as a child labour m the profession of a bagalia.

He was identified as & bagalia, the MPV went 1o his house and mead 10 sensitise the suardians 1o
send the children 1o SB centre. Imitelly, the gusrdians did not respond postively. Afterwards they
were agreed when the loeal PRI member came 16 the rescue of the child.

On a bnght sunny morming, when all the willagers were on thewr way to eamn their bread for the day:
& child with & school bag on his back was found holding the hands of one of his two yvounger
siblings and walking down the stre#zt on his wav o the SB center. Later on, thize children were
mamsireamad in to the formel education svstem. All the three children are getting the benefit of
sehool uniferms, studv books free of cost from the sehool in addition to the School MDM on wezk
davs, In this way, & social defense was creatsd and Iives of three most vulnerable children m the
remote pocksis of Patana biock were s=ttled mn their best int=rest.

Ranjit Kumar Mohanta (Fake Name) has a new dream now

Eight vears old Raebjit Mohanta of Pama block is one among the four children of a daily wases
labourer couple. His family was finding 1t difficult to feed their children due to finanaial cricis as his
parents could not find work on daily basis. The farmly was leading a miserable hife m acute poverty.
Rabntwas reading in the U.G.U.P. School but was forced to discontinue in class 2 and set out to
work. He was engaead 10 the work of cow herding, His rame was in elass 2 m the Schoeol but he
discontimued his study sinee 4 months and became a chiuld labourer to suppert his family. The MPV
of PECUC took cogmzancs of the case and discussed with the CRPC members. Bhagaban
Mohnnta, MPV ztarted counssling his parents, convinesd them and made them understand the
immportance of education by sharmg the govt. provizons and faeilines under Right to Education Act
— 2009, The parents finally undarstood and deeided to send him to school again. The boevis now a
regular school goer. He is happy in the schoel and with hus fnends. He and his parents have decided
to contimue his study as per their capabiiity, Their smiline face 15 the only asset of PECUC. OQur
volumntéers have vowed to achisve a4 complete abolition of child labour and cent percent admission
of everv cluld in the school.
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Lekha Munda, & ten vears old girl of Patna bloek reserted to houschold works discontinuing her
studies inn class 4, as poverty foreed her to leave schocl and dragged ber to physical work. Her father
was a daily labourer. She has 3 sisters and 2 brothers. As ‘a part of the mtervention of PECUC, a
Sradha Bhawan was szt up m the village. PECUC volunteers encouraged her to come to Sradha
Bhawan center & attend the Sisusabha. She was very amussd and resularly attended the centre and e
came to Sichu sabha every Saturdav. Rasmirekha Modi, Secretary, Nanmahal Sisusabha counseled her
parents to readmit her in class 4th. With therr efforts and endesvour, she sot admitted 1n class four in

™ Gandabeda Ashram School which is ‘a residential School situated near Dhelakote, 15 km away from
Ghatbalijodi. Lekha is stayving there and her parents are visitmg her once 1 & fort might. She
emotionaily tzlls that sometmes she missss her parents however, she 15 happy with her friends i the
sehool. She enjovs study with fun and dreams 1o be & teacher.

Hema Mahanta’s (Fake Name) stery of getting new hopes

Hema, daughter of Sumanta Mehanta, of Patna block of Keonjhar district is a student of elass V, Her
father 15 a truck dnver and did mot bother to send the child to school, rather engaged Hemsa in
household activity, when her mother was in search of daily wage work. She became depressed
remembenng her friends in the schools. Sisusabhs meambers met her father and informed various plans
and schemes of the Govt. towards the education of children, They repeatedly reguested her father 1o
allow Hema to attend the school. Her father ultimatelv agreed to send his angel to school. Now, Hema
15 coming to school resularly. She 1z a jolly muirl, soed m readme, wntng, plaving, and other co-
curnicular activities. She is not only & student of the school but has also been =lected gs the President of
Sizusabha. She understands her role perfectly ‘and 15 very happy with the works of Sisusabha members
as well as her teachers. She was rescued &t perfect tme and got & new life. PECUC has planned
mprovement of learning level, development of lsadsrship qualitv, debaung abilitv, develop her
creanvity, reading habits and organizine capacity of thess bright children and 1o make them achieve
their zoal as per their ability. PECUC will be supporting Heme ull her matnculation and further suide
her to chooese a better career. Gunanidhi Behera, Head Master sayvs that Hema got a naw life due to the
intervention of Sisusabha members and PECUC volunteers. She is a bright child and can do wonders if
guidad properly. Hema's father has understood his mistakes. He says proudly that he would not let her
daughter remain half educared. He would trv his best to mve his daughter higher educanon. Hema
says, I am very happy with good steps of my fmiends and my teacheas™

Banidhar Majhi (Fake Name) —on his way to achieve the unachievable K

Mushakhon GP of Pama block, distnet Keombhar 1s surrounded by the deep and cresn lush forsst
== cover., The people of the village mamly depend upon agneulture for therr hvelihood. But, they do not

possess @nough land to do farming in & better wav. Henee, they resont to work as daily labourers to

maintain thewr family. People are hzavily dependent upon forest for sustaming themr

.;, ;\.}
f . : ";l‘ [
7 \ [ 41



(7~ 1

.F.'

¢

livelihood. Thev are mostly engaged in collecting kendu leaves, fruits, root mushroom, Sal leaves and
strek (used as toeth brush).

Bamdhar lives with his parents. His parents work as dailv labourers to meet the need of the famly. Bt
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the monthly income of the famlv was not sufficient 1o have two tmmes full meal a dav and 1o lead a iy

contended life. The family members thought about engaging Bamidhar (their son) m labour too.
Thoush Banidher did not want to discontinue his study but was compelled to do s0 and he finaily

e dropped out in clazs 6 and was encaged &3 a bagalia in one’s houss m the village who paid his parents a

sum of R: 300 m a vear. Sometimes the owner even makes late in paving the monsy, Banidhar was
wdennufied by the members of Child club of the willes=. Then the child club members mformead about it
to the members of Child Protection Committee of the village. The Child Protection Committee
members along with the child club members met Banidhar end shared the st=ps thev have aken for
conunuation of his study. They urged his father to l=t Bamidhar aitend the school. He was brought to
the Sradha Bhawan, After 6§ months, the voluntears aloneg with the memibers of CPC snrolled him
class 7. Now he is contimuing his studv in class 10th. He 1= confident of passing the Board exammaton
with flving cclours and pursue higher studv. He has a dream 1o go for police serviee to work for the
underprivileged children like lim. PECUC facilitated his parent’s jobs under Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Emplovment Guarantes Scheme so that the famly nead not worry for an extra meome of his underaze

son.
Jibanta (Fake Name) on his trail to save the nation, while we save him from labour

Jibanta, hails from & poor and illiterate family of Badapatna Panchavat of Patna Block, where most of
the villagzrs depend upon asnculture for therr ivelihood. The father of Iibanta works as & dailv wags
labour. His eaming was insufficient 1o maintain the family. The financial constraints of the family
forced Jibanta to work as Bepelia mn his village which brought his education to an end. He dropped out
of schoel at class 8, Mamtenance of family was the first pdority of his parents rather than education.
The master took him under bond of Rs. 300 par vear to his parents as wage, Later, he started working
m a grocerv shop m Pame market. Tibanta was first spotted by the volunteers of PECUC. Then the
volunteers of PECUC along with the Child Protection Committee members approached his parenes 1o
z=nd Jibanta to school. But his parents denied as he was a good helping hand for them, The Sishusabha
members plaved an influsnnsl role in persuading his father to let him attend school and stop him from
working as a helper 1n the grocery shop. After contnuous discussion with his parents he was enrolled m
Sradha Bhawan. One month later after completion of bndee course, ke was enrolled m class 9. Now he
is contmuing his study in +3 m Anchalike Mahavidvalaya, Pemna. He is confident that after graduation,
he would join Indian Army to serve the nation.
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Sunita (Fake Name) dreams of being a nurse o
The people of Badapaina Panchayat im Pama block of Kesonmjhar distmet are basieally mto
agriculture for carming ther livelihood. Sunita Karua lives with her parents and 4 siblings m this
GP. Her father 15 a iandless daily wage samer. The farmly leads a miserable hife a5 waze 15 not

available all davs. The meome of her father was not sufficient to maintain the family. The family:

decided to engage their daughter Sunite in work bringing her education 1o an end despite of her
kesn intersst in study. She had to discontinue her study and dropped out n class 4. Her mother
engaged her as a domestic help m her neighbourhood where she was cleanmg the utensils, sweeping
the house and washins clothes, ete. Thev paid Rs 100/130 per month to her mother. The CPC
members spotted her while working: With the help of the volunteers of PECUC, the child elub
members and the CPC members could be able to convimce her parents.

Sumita was enrolled in Sradha Bhawan. After three months of brides course, she was admitted in
class 3 m school. Now zhe 15 studving 1n +2 in Pata: She desires to study Numsimng course and serve
the poor people. It 15 guite clear in the ease of Sunita that if appropnate environment 1s created by

sincere efforts, education can change the child labour seenano and the vicwous cirele of peverty can
be broken.

Shantipriva (Fake Name} changed her fate

Shantupriva, daughter of a laendiess deily labourer end cldest among 3 sisters of Badapamna
Panchavat, Pama block. Keonjhar distniet left her study at class IV due to acute poverty and did
domestic works in the neighbouring families to earn Rs 150/~ per month &nd & dress ones n & year.
Shantipriva made compromise with the situation acceptng it‘as her unzaid fate.

Tha child elub members of her village identified her and informed about it to the Child Protection
Committee members. Along with the CPC members they visited her house snd talked to her
parents, At first her parents were not interested in her studies as she was a source of mecome 1o
maintan the family. But ultimately they asreed after continuous counselling by the CPC members
end child elub members. She was admitted in Sradha Bhawan. After six months bnidge course, she
was enrolled n elass 3. Her mother got the Job of ASHA and her father started a little betel shop.
Time is the witness of the developments. Shantipriva continued her study m +3 lst years in Patna
as well as enrolled hers=lf m computer edueation with & dr=am to be successful mn life.

Hari (Fake Name) fought social exclusion to reach where he is now

Han Munda hives with his familv at Swam Pama Block of Keonjhar dismmict. He has one vounger
brother and vounsger sister. His father 1s a bagaha and takes care of others domestue ammals. His
mother works as an agneultural daily wage laborer. Han witnessed pains and agomes of povarty
and sccial exclusion from his early ehildheod. He laft studies in elass 11T and went to work on wage
m agncultural fields. From dawn to dusk he worked and provided fimanecisl support to his farmly
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* .membcls. His childhood was cursed with responsibilities and he lost gll hopes for further studies. He

led his childhood as & child labour for & lone time.

After a few years, things started to change when Child Protsetion Committee was formed by PECUC
m the willage. The CPC members visited his home, mteracted with him, did assessment of eurrent
situation of the family and conducted specific counssling on future studies. Han was convinced and
decided to step ahead for future studies but his father objected to his studies and directed him to foeus
his concentration for manual labor to support his family. This critical situation was handled by Child
Protection Committes by convineing to his father. After a comprehenave and sznes of conversation his
father decided to enroll his name 1n schocl: Han got the enrcollment as per his age. He was convineed
that he could ger plethora of chanees to earn with honour and dignity, if he gets education. He 15
currently pursine hisher educauon at Dumurna Collepe and enjoving jov of leamine wath his new
friends.

School life comes again for Baman Majhi (Fake Name)

Bamana Majhi is very happy and comfortable when he sot back to his school azain. Since two vears
back he left his studies at the age of 11 because of poverty and musery of his family. His father left them
when he was onlv 8 leavme 4 members mncluding his zsister, elder brother and mothar. All the famly
responsibilitv: came upon him. So he started working as a cow care taker at his grandfather’s house.
The amount of money earmed by him was unlized by his familv. For which ke had 1o leave his
sducation and engaged himesslf in different detnmental activities with mischievous friends.

The Child elub members became awdre of his bad company and discussed this 1ssue with his mother
and elder brother. During mteraction, his elder brother shared abourt the family problems meluding
non-linkage of the family with anv Government schemes and projects and for survival, they had to send
Bamana for work. The Sisusabha members shared the issue with the CPC membsrs and both the
mstituttons join=d hand to bring back Bamana to his native village and his family. So the CPC
facilitated to ovail Scheme Le, Annapurna Scheme, get job under job card, enroll her Sister at ICDS e,
All thess support and help to Bamana's family to survive without engaging Bamana m any labour
force. After availing all these faciiities his family was convinesd and with support of CPC they could
convinee his grandparents too. Bamana came back to hiz home and was enrolled m School as per
RTE.

Tn Bamane's word:

“] am feshne happy and 1 have promised that I will couns=l to these children who are not coming to
school regularly and will counsel to paresits who are sending their child to work in different ssetor m

their school going age.™
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4 Saroj’s (Fake Name) journey from Hotel to School s T?,
Patna 1s the most backward block in Keonjhar district. Under Patna block Khirertangire GFP is one
of the most populated GP consisting of J villages among which Khireitangire is one of the biggest
and most populated villages situated bv the side of NH-6. Total households are 449. & population
2508. The villagers mainly depend on agriculture and daily labour for their livelihood. -
The Govt. facihtias available m this village are not sufficient due to over population. Stll then
Govt. has faciiitated primary education for the children. But due to extrame poverty, some children
are forced to discontinue studies and work for their family to earn some money to supplement the
family income.

Saro) Mohanta 15 one among the excluded children m Khireitanowe GP. His father died in an
accident leaving his wife and two children in distress and the incident joltad the famuly severely, Her
mother supported them for few months working as daily labour. But the situation became worse
when his mother became bed ndden due-to iliness and could not work for the sustenance of the
family. It became impossible to arrange two meals & dav. In this situation. Saroj chose to work in a
hotel m Khireitangire market and her sister worked as a domestic labour keeping aside their
studies.

Saro)’s case came up in a regular process of Child Protection Committee (CPC) meeting and the
members met their mother. They facilitated the treatment of Saro)’s mother and she got cured.
When CPC asked his mother about Saro)’s education she described about their financial problem.
however showed interest in the proposal. The CPC amranged a residential school for the education
of Saroj. Now Saroj 1z verv happy with lus friends. He has realized that without sducation, he
cannot come out of poverty and cannot lead a life of dignity. He expects that he would lead a
decent hife and takes best care of his mother and sister. He also hopes that hus sister would read and
brong good name to her mother.

Successful intervention puts Suranjan (Fake Name) in school

Badapatana Panchavata in Patana block of Kendujhar district m Odizha, India presents a dismal
picture of deprivation and poverty of the disadvantaged and maroinalized communities in the state.
Situated on the side of block Headquarters. on one side and surrounded by large expanses of
undulated fallow land on the other side, has little option for agriculture or other rural based
livelihoods. Life under the circumstances depends mostly on the limited livelihood options
available m the neighbouring Patana Township. The widow mother of 15 vear old Suranjan was
desperate to fill the stomach of her 7 children. The elder brothers of Suranjan were already out of
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school and joined the labour foree along with their working mother. Suranjan had to stay at home
to look after his vounger siblings and to take care of the goats. the only assets of the family. He was
sure to abandon studies at Class V to take care of the farmly. But watching other children attending
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was gsight of pain'and distress for the voune Suranian which he could not able to digest. By jomme
goat reanng, the child was m the preparatory stage to take up bigger burden of labour work for the
family. But he was misrvened m tms when the CRPC member came 10 kmow abour his fong
absence In the schoal, The effort of CRPC members' oot sucesss when Suramian’s mother agrees to
send him to school. Years have elapsed ever sines Suranjan was readmitted m the school with the
support of CRPC members. Suranjan took 4 suceessive vears in school to complete elementary level
of leaming to join 9th Class m High School in the neighbourmg wvillage, Duning this penied, no
further drop out taken place m his family. The children and parents of his community have
developed awareness 1o continue sducation to lead & life of dignity.

Sumati (Fake Name)is in school now

Suman lives with her parents in Pama block of Keonthar distmet. Instead of bnnmng her up 1o
school, her parents engaged her in performimg the domestic works as her parents are daily labourers
end had to go for agnenltural field dailv. Sumati was disgusted with this, she dreams for the school
life but her dreams would never comung trie she thought. She discontinued her studies from elass
VII and was encaged mm domestic work m family and tekme. care of domestic ammals ike cows,
sheep and bullocks. On the other hand her parents were sngaged in the field for daily labour.

As Sumati 15 6 member of child club, her absenee in child club mesting made others apprehensive
that Sumat was mvolved m cattle rearing eand domeste work mstead of studying. This was ell due
to the lack of awarsness on education of her parents: Imitially 1t was difficult for them to motivate
the parents of Sumati, who were more mterested in ssemg their daughter sarn rather than go to
school and study. Time flew by, and on the dus courss of time and after 3 months one day she met
with the school tzacher while grazing cows &t the road side. He asked her about her discontiniuity of
schocl and she answered that her parents were reluctant to send her to the school as she was going
to grow up and was encaced in cooking and housskseping sonvities. This situation of Suman was
shared to Mr Parsuram Puhan, Field Education worker of PECUC who assures him for sustainable

step by any mean.

The PECUC officials as well as the members Child Club requested the parents of Sumat for not
speiling the career of their child. The parents were convineed 1o send Suman o schoeol to continue
her studv for a better future. On the hand the child club members motivated their foend Sumati to
enroll hey name i the sehool. At last &5 per RTE nomm Sumati's name was re-enrolled m the elass
VIII at HaladharapurGovi, High School.

She says, “My teschers and fnends are very cooperatnve and thev all tmed their level best 10
reconcile my #ducation again’,
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% Rebat! (Fake name) falfills her long cherished dream of going to school L
Seven vears old Rsbanu, dauchter of Sumanta Munda (Fake Name), & poor daily labourer was
engagead as a bonded labour on monthly payment 1o a neichbourme villager due to an ureent nead of
monsy for the funeral cersmony of her mother. BEebatn was very much shocked at her mother's
unmature and sudden death. The Little girl became excluded from aducation before she could come to
know what the life 15 all about. She was no longer 1dentifiable among the other children in the village.

She had & beaunful dream for being educated but her situation put a full stop on it

,,_
L%

S Though there are Sishu Sabhas 1in all project schools formed for mereasme atténdancs, enrolment,
retention and snhancing learming level of the students, sull menv become vietims under the pressure of
poverty. The members of Neheru Sishu Sabha traced Reban working as domestic aid, as they did not
find her in the school for & long tims., They tried their best for meinstreaming Reban to formal
zducation.

Onece, during a Sisusabha follow up meeting, the members of Neheru Sisusabha of this village raised
these issues mn their meeting and informed our concern Field Educanon Worker, It was demided that
our Field Education Worksr would meet the concemed person who kept Reban as child lebour as well
a5 1o meet het father regarding her schoonling, The leaders of the Sisusabha took responsibility to mest
Rebat and would counsel her to come to coms school.

They wers finally able 1o convines the person who kept Rebau m her house and he agreed 1o make her
fres from this trap. But her father mitially was not interested to send his child 1o sehool except earming
somethmg. Fmally he understood the situation and felt very much gwmlty tor not providing education
to her children.

The Sisusabha members also counseled Rebat to come 1o school. Rebati aoreed and could visualize
her long chenshed schooling and ready to attend her class. She was admuttad m elass 2nd on 21st July,
2012.

Rebati and her father have become awsre of the necessity of her education and future. She wall
complets her prmary and elementary education from this schoel which must be beneficial m her
future.

The Sizusabha miember and teachers of the school are aware of their moral duty towards contmustion
of Rzbati’s schooling. They are cooperating m her learning end mving special attennon to bndes up \
the lesrming eap as per the class, “I like reading and enjoy study and play with friends. T do not want

== 1o work m other's house. Sishu sabha member friends saved me" Rebati zaid when she first attended
her class in the school.

Ramnath Majhi (Fake Name) hails from Patna block, district Keonjhar. His parents are daily wags/ l."'.,

A labourers, But as their combined mecome was not enough 1o provide two meals a day and meet the | ". )
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reguirements of the familv. Ramnath was pushed mto becoming s labourer while he was studying in 4
class 6th. Although he did not want to discontinue his study but beme pressurised he had to migrate 1o
a nearbyv block 1o work m a brick kaln umt. The members of the Child Protection Committes along
with members of Sishusabhe promoted by PECUC motivated his fammly members and rescued
Ramnath& got him sdmitted mto Sradha Bhawan, the Child Rights Resource Center cum mouvaTION i
center run by PECUC 1n the villags. After six months, Ramnath was enrolled i Class Tth. He cleared
the Class X examination durng 2018 gnd then continued his studies in the nearby college. He says,

e  After completing my education I want to join Indian Poliee Servies".

Sonali, (Fake Name) a drop out m Class 6th was working es a domeste laboursr with a monthly wage
of Rs. 200 per month, The village level Child Protection Committes promoted by PECUC helped her
to z2t back home and also got her admitted In Sradha Bhawan, child motivetion centre run by
PECUC. Afier three months, she was enrolled in Kasturba Gandhi Valika Bidvalava at
Batapandugandi village &t Jashipur. She has completed Class 7th and enrolled in Class 8 at Raina
Govt. Girls High School at Saharpada block of Keonjhar distmer where she cleared the Class X
examination. Sonal; 1s now continuing her education in Swampatans, She zays,“Contunuing my studies
and appearing for the 10th examimation is like zetung a basket full of happiness. After completineg mvy
eduration I will become a social worker to motivate, educate and make the people of mv community
aware about the importance of educating the girl chuld™,

Therz are many such vietims and vuinerable children rescued and brought back to school by PECUC's
intervention and enjoved their lost childhood.

When there is a will there is a way

Suanra Maihi (Fake Name) — Back to School

The people of Mushakhorn Panchavat are mostly dependent upon agriculture for their livelihood, The
landless people work as daily labour. Asnsa Majhi (Fake Nams), father of Suanra Majin works as
datlv labour to mamtain his family. Despite of lot of trouble he never dizcontinued the educanon of s
children. Eldest two children are studving in colleges and the vounssr one Suanra was studving mn elass

9.

Suanra Majlm discontinued his studies in class 7 and started roaming like a vagabond. The child club
members spotted himi, With the help of the CPC member they visited Susnra’s house. His parents told K
that he pever stavs i the house wendermg hither and thither and sometimes works as a bagalia for
small amount of money. “We have tned several times 10 stop him but all our efforts failed™, says his
father, The child club members and the CPC members counselled him sbout the importance and utlity

of education, After contimuous visit and counseling, he agreed to come to Sradha Bhawan. Gradually
he gotadjusted and parucipated in child club. Slowly and gradually he mixed up with other friends Enq, L
became a part of the Sradha Bhawan. He also joined camp for |
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children where he interacted with other children of different villages and got knowledge and idea about
the impertance of education. After returning from the camp, he started going to school.

Life has a lot of good in account for Babali (Fake name)

Babuli Nath, aged about 11 vears of Bhograi blockof Balasore district belongs to OBC category and e
reading in class five. His mother had love mamage when she was working st Soro m a hatchery.
Babuli came to therr lap after two yvears of marnage. Bur misfortune was waiting for this happy and

e small fanmly, His father was det=cted wath cancer and the disease snatched the father from his enly son.

After the tragedv his mother along with Babuli returned to their village and staved m the neighbour’s
house. His father’s family did not accept the mother and son becauss of thair love marmnsage. So, his
mother decidad 1o keep Babuli in neighbour’s house and go to Madhya Pradesh with 8 known person
of the villege. Finally hiz mothsr with & wntien paper handsd over Babuli to Javano Mandal 1o 1aks
care of her son and left the village for Madhya Pradech to sam money to buld Babuli's futurs. But,
her mother latsr remarmed there with the man she had sone for work abandonms Babuli.

Babuli grew up at the neighbor’s house under the foster care of Laxmikant Mandal and Jaynn
Mandal. When he was five years, he was enrolled in class oné m Dwanipaira Primary School under
Gopmmathpur Panchavat, While he was studving i class five at the age of 11 vears his foster cars
mother became paralvsed and could not be able to eam monsv to mamtain the familv, To help the
farmily Babuli left the school and became potential child labour. Babuli was begming and zelling brooms
m the local market of Bhograi in 2013,

Durizig the field visit of staff of PECUC, the volunteers spotted Babuli and decided to brng the boy to
school. Thev counseled him and his foster parents. In consultation with VCPC members he was
enlisted 1 support to drop out children and supportsd him with leammg materials. In eontnuous
counsaing by smff 1o the family members and consult with conesmed school teachers, Babuli was
again readmitied in the class five a1t Promarv School Dwanpatra in November 20135 and arranged a job
card for his foster father. Babuli realized that only education can provide him & bettsr option and
opportunity in the future, He left begeme and devoted his time 1n stadies. In the Sundavs only, he goes
to the markst for selline broom to suppert the family.

The famuly and neighbours have expressed their sincere gratitude to PECUC for the positive and
benevolent work of saving a child from begome and proving epportunity to pursue his education. K

Madhu (Fake Name) finally realized what education meant to him
Seventeen vear old Madhu Behera belones to SC family of Nachinda Panchavat under Bhograi block
in the distnet of Balesore. His father is & landless dailv laborer. He was working with & fish merchant
and used to go to deep sea for fishing in his master's launch. Due to poverty of his family he left the /|
college whils he was studyving mn +2 Arts. With fmends of his village Madhu left village for g
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| Hyvderabad to work m a Bakery. His fnend promised him to get Rs.6800/- per month along with food 4
and accommodation. So he left for Hyderabad with his fmend to Hyderabad m 2013, But at
Hvderabad, he could be enoaged in the bakery with & monthly wage of Rs 6000/- and hé had to stay n
an unhvmenic conditon. S0 he fell sick quite often, His health started detenorating and the bakery
owner did not pay any attennoen to him. So with the help of his friends he left the job and returned 1o i
his native village 1 the vear 2016 after a vear of hard labour m Hyvderabad.
His family members were wornsd about his health and got him admitted in the Government Hospital

e At Balasore. He was diaonozed with gastroenterotitis. After prolonged treatment, he got cured. With
the support of PECUC, he passed his Intermediate course and tned getting admission into the CT

course. His expenence as & mugrant labour 15 hornfie and-expressed his grattuds 1o PECUC for 1ts

noble help and assistance to appear the Intermediate examination and adequate counseling to get
back to neht track.

Saroj Bej (Fake name) returned to village to continue his education

Sare) Bey, aged about 15 vears of Rasalpur G.P. of Bhogra: block belongs 10/ OBC and BPL category
family. He belongs te a landless family and his father is a daily laborer and somenimes his father used
1o go 1o s=a 10 catch fish i others boat on wage bass. He has one brother and two sisters. He has
completed 9th class of educanon at the aze of 13 vears.

Like other days while he was in tuition, Saroj left the village wath his friends for Chennai without any
intimation to hic family. Saroj found s cleaner job in 8 Hotel in Chennal with the help of his friend’s
father. Saro)’s family members became se worry not to find him. Two days later he informed o his
famuly about his presence m Cheninal. Saro) was engaged m the Hotel as a clean=r for Rs. 3000/~ par
menth. But the hotel work was verv difficulr for Saroj and hs decided to leave the werk and coms
back te village. Now family members of Sarej started pressurizing te his fnend’s father 1o send him
back to the village becauss after some days school would r=open. So his family 1= much interestad 10
reintegrate Saro) in Class 10. His family member sent tickst for Saroj vo come back and again study m
class 10th. The r=al picturs cames to light when Saro; retumned to the village. PECUC faalitated him to
clear the Board examinanon. He sighs when he remembers the hernifie ume at Chennei. Now Saron 1s

planning 1o go to collegs.

Continuous and coordinated effort streamlined Sima’s (Fake Name) life
Sima Munda, & 10 vears old @mrl lives in onz of the most remote and backward villages of Keonthar K
distriet of Odisha.When she was only 2 vears old her mother passed away and father migrated to out

of ths state for work leaving her with lus vounger brother. Since last & years, there is no informanon of
her father.

She started living under tha care of her uncle and aunt. Sima grew up and got enrolled 11 the nearby
school of the village. At that ime she was going to school recularivand also doing well. But as per ‘the}_. i
dirsetion of her aunt, she discontinued sducation and did all the housshold works.

"
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1;:- : During the frequent intervention of our project, Dasharatha Mohanta, Field Education Worker,
Ghatazan Zone traced her and triad 1o motvate her uncle and aunt to s2nd her 1o school. He tried his
best and became successful to motivate her guardians, School teacher end her elassmates through
different means; as a rasult his coordinated and connnuous effort became suceessful. Now Smma 15
coming to school recularly and reads m class — II as well as doine well in her study. It may be one of
the mere cases for our society but 1t demands attraction as great example for the deprived children as e
well as cur system of education.

% Isit-a challenge for admitting a dropped-out child in age-appropriate class?

Eleven vears cld Babul (Fake namel) of Tangarpads discontinued his studies from class IT1 in the vear
2009. One day the members of Saraswau Sishu Sabha reguested Babul 1o attend the child chub
mesting, At first he was reluctant 1o sttend the mesting as he had already lefi school snes last two
vears. The Child club members brought this matter 1o the notice of My, Nihar Ranjan Uttaray, Field
Educauon Worker (FEW). Baing informed by the children. Mr. Nihar sucgested him to attend the
mesting af least for that very dav 1.2, on 3rd December 2011. Babul could not avaid the advies of Mr.
Nihar for attendine the meeting. On that verv day Antakshvarl and song compsetition was organizad
for an hour. Afver that the importance of education was disciossed by the FEW throush question-cum-
answer method, After the end of the meeting, the FEW mmmediately went to the family of the child and
inguired why he 15 not soing to the school. In 1eply, he said that his father engased him in housshold
works, When his father was asked about the discontinustion of Babul's study, he replied that he is
engaged m share-cropping end sometimes he works as a cowhsrder in order to sam the livelihood of
the famly as the famly comprises of seven members (two brothers, three sisters and parents). Again he
was motvated to send his ward 1o school as education plavs a vital role for shapme the future of his
son. On the other hand, the child elub members motivated their friend Babul to come back to school.
Both the parents and child were motivated. The FEW alons with Nandu met the Headmaster of the
school for admitting the child in school in age appropnats class. But it is & mattsr of surpnse thar his
name was alreadyv regmstered m Sth class. From 12th December onwards Babul has been regularly
attending the school. Tt 1s undoubtedly & great challznge for Babul to go with the curniculum of 5th
class as he left school from 3rd class. In order 10 overcome this problem, one of the ex-volunteers of
PECUC took the responsibilityv for mmpartine special coaching to the child for compensating his
leaming gap. Beudes this; the FEW of EIBP Project ‘alse did spendthree hours per & week for the
purpose of inpartung teaching to the child bevond the school.

I will never discontinue my studies, savs Sanjit Munda (Fake name)
“In the vear 2010, I was studving 1n class-VI in Suskatin Sevashram School. In one summer, I came to \
my village n order 10 spend my holidays. Dunng these days I engaged myself in playing with my
== friends from dawn to dusk. Even 1 never mind that T was continmine myv education. By then I
developed & nepative attitude rowardes mv studies. I never wanted to miss my native fmends at anv cost.
Henee, I was not walling to attend my classes m Suakathi Sevashram School. As a matter of faet 1
discomtmuad my studies. After some days I did not hike 1o spend my time by piaving only. On the other
hand, the socio-economic condition of my family compelled me 1o 2am my livelilhood. Being undons=, \1
 sometumes [ used to go with a tracter drver for the sake of some earming.™ V!
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" The Sisusabha members of that village were wateching his activities and they brought 1t to the notice of

Child Rishis Proteetion commitiee (CRPC). Being convinced by the Sisusabha members, CRPC
members visited the famuly of Sanjit and motuvated the father of Sanpt 1o send his ward to their villaze
school. Mitu went to Seva Shram School m ordér to bnng the school leavinig esruficate and he
obtained it from the school. After this, he admiitted his ward in Mursuan Primiary school m the vear
2012, "Now I emjoy my studies here. 1 do commit that 1 will never quit my studies under any
circumstanees,” He said. This is the version of Mitu Munda, & tnobel boy. He has realized that & decent
living 1= poszible only through education. He has vowed to zo to college at any cost.

Back to track again- Somm Munda

Twelve vears old Somu Munds, was continuing his pnmary education in Bhubaneswar residing with
his uncle’s family as his father was very poor to =nd his child to school. Instead of bringing him up.
hiz uncle engaged him in performing the domestic works. Somu was disgusted with this, In sumimer
vacation Somu came to his natve place but he was reluctant to go back to Bhubaneswar and
discontinued his studies from elass I11 in the vear of 2008. On the other hand, his father engaged lum
in deing some works for earming the bread and butter for the family.

One dav the member of Saraswanu Sisusabha of Tangarapada found him m the village while he was
grazing the cattle. The child elub mémbers suggested Somau to atténd the chuld elub meeting. At first
he was unwilling to attend the meeting as he had already left the school for last 3 vears. The Child club
members brought the matter to the notice of Field Education Worker, PECUC. The Field Education
Worker advised lim to attend the meeting at least for that day. As per the advies, he attended the
child club mestng on 17th December 2011, On that day it was planned 1o orzanize Song, debate,
drawing and Quiz competitions for an hour. Afrer that the importance of education was discussed by
the Ficld Educaton Worker. Afier the meenme. the Field Education Worker along with the Sisusabha
members mmediately went to the Family of this child and met with the parents and came to know
about the reasons of drop-out.

The Field Education Worker as well as the members of the Child Club requested the parents of Somu

for not spoiling the carser of their ward.

The parents were motvated and persuaded to send their child for shapime s future. On the other
hand the child ¢lub members motivated their fiend Somu to enroll his name in the school. At last ‘as
per RTE norm Somu's name was enrolled m class VI at the villase Nodal UGUP School. Now Somiu

is attendmg the school regularly. He says my teachers and fniends are very ecoperative and thev sll \

tried their level best 1o compensate his learming level.

MadhabMoharana (Fake Name) -Disability never stopped him to go to school

MadhsbMcharana, a 12 vearsold boy of Paidapaina GP 15 & child with special needs, 1e. hearmg |

mpaired (HI). He 1s the only son of his parents. His father has to depend on the daily Inbour wage as
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the financial condition of the family 15 not good. Both the parenis had mterest to provids educaton to
their only son Madhab. In this situation Madhab completed class-6 from Nusunposi UGUP School
durmne the academie session 2010-11.

In the mean time, S Kailach Chandra Sahoo, the Chairman of Gurukula School of Sciencs end |

b

Rehabihitation, of Gadadharpur willage under Ghatagaon Block (22 lom away from the willage of
Madhab) eame 10 know gbout the problem of Madhab (CWSN-HI) from the Block Resource
Teacher.He reached Nusuriposi UGUP School and met the then Head Master Sri Nerayvan Navak and
assured him that f Madhab will be admitted i his school (Gurukula School of Soience and
Rehabilitanon) he would get free accommodanon, text book, food, stipend, school umiform, hearing kv
ere. |
The HM mformed Madhab and his parents about their interest and consent. The family members as
well as Sadanada decided 1o take TC from the school to get admission m Gurukula School of Science
and Rehabilitation. With the wnitten consent of Madhab and hiz Parents, the Head Master gave lim
Transfer Certificate (TC) m the month of Apnl 2011.

Then Madheb along with his father went 1o Gurukula School of Science and Rehabilitauon and met
the Charman and discussed with him thet they were comme for the admission of Madhab in the school
as CWSN-HI, The chamrman asked for the ceraficate of dizability, Bur they did not have the ceraficate
and for the reason demed admission, However being desperate, Madhiab left his stuadiss. The matter
came to the notice of CRPC. The CRPC members met Madhab and came to know that in spite of their
best =fforts, they ar= not g=tting the certificate of dizability. We advized them to contmus his studyv in
Nusunpos: UGUP Schoel. But h= had already lost 4 months of study. We assured him to help him in
gettinig the hearmg mpawed ceruficate and null that tmme he should eontinue his study. The HM of
Nusunpos: UGUP School was kind enough to readmut him m the schoel so that the child could
conunue his stmdy m that school ull he got hus disability ceruficate. Finally Madhab along with his
parents asreed to continue his studyv. On 21 July he got r=admission m the school and continued his
study.

Soma Tahala (Fake Name) gets into school on time

SomaTahala belongs to the Kargil slum under Ward number 62 of Bhubaneswar Mumcipal
Corporanen, which is one of the crowded slums in the eity. Thé occupation of the community people of
the slum are mason, daily wase labour, stréet food vendors end working as domestic helps.
SomaTahala was living 1o the slum with her parents and one sister. Har father 15 a dailv labour and
presently he 1s workine as a cars taker in a shop. Her mother 15 working as 8 houss maid. The mcome
of both of her parents was not sufficient to meet the daily needs of the four membered family. Every
dayv Some’s father was struggling to get work. Under this circumstanes, she was foreed by her parsnts
to stop attending school when she was m elass Jth. Her mother asked her to support the famitly meome
by working as a houssheld maid, During 2013 she was identified by the staff members of PECUC with
support of the community people and she was enrolled m the NCILP School, where she continued her

study for one year. Then she was enrolled 1n Bhimatang) Primary
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school. After eompletning her primary education now she 15 econtimung her High School. She 1s
attending her School regularly with mterest and she 1s very good in studies as per her teachers, Her
parents are also happy with her performance. She wanted te be a Docior end would serve for the
commumnity, for the poor needv people especially stayving in slum areas in en unhymenie condition.

Sibananth’s (Fake name) determination to study became his weapon against child labour
Sibananth Behera Iives with his parents in the slum of BMC area. His father is a mason by profession
% and his mother 15 a house maid. Being a daily labourer, his father was getting Rs 300 per day. His
mother was getting Rs 2250 per month workmg in three houses. But both of their incomie was not
sufficient for leading a happy and tension free life. So, when Sibananth was in elass 3 he was asked to
discontinue his education and support his father as a supporting hand. With the support of s
friends he could know about the NCLP School, Then wath support of the NCLP School teachers he
got admiszion i the NCLP School durmg 2013. He sttended the school regulerly and emjoved the
jovtil education and got motivated towards educaton. Then he was enrolled i Bhimtangt Pomarv
School and his parents also supported him to conunue his Educanon: Now Sibananth 1s reading n
class 8th at Bhimiangi High School. He is enjoving his edueation and planning to be a teacher.

Sabitri Boral dreams of fulfilling the dreams of children like her

Sabitm has been living with her parents snd siblings at Kargil slum, Bhubaneswar. Her father
sellsgolganpa and her mother 15 2 house maid. When Sabitri was m elass 2 she was asked by her
parsnts 1o stop attending school and to go with her mother 1o different houses to support her during
washing clothes and utensils. During 2010 when the NCLP school started its operation, Sabitn used
to come durne the lunch time and us=d to spend good nmie with her fiends, This was noticed by the
NCLP School teacher and one dav she asked Sabitn toattend NCLP whenever she 15 fres rather
then only coming dunng lunch. Afterwards, Sabitm started attendme the NCLP School regularly
during her leisure time. Then one day all the project school team beine tossther visited Sabin's
home and discuss2d with her parents 1o s=nd Sabitri 1o NCLP School regulariv full ime and stop her
to work further. After regular visit ‘and interactiont with hér paresits, Sabitni got scope to attend
NCLP School. She studied m the school and complsted class 4. Durmge 2011, she got admission m
Bhimtangs Primary School in elass 4th: She was one of the good students of her schoel and
contunmume her education. Pressntly, she 1s studving mm +2 brst year in Satvazal Women's Colleps,
Bhubaneswar in Arts stream. She has an ambition to werk for the dasutute children in future.

For Permv (Fake Name) it was never late

- Pen vears old Permy Munde ofKeonjhar district lives with his parents. Bath his parents are daily
wage camers and had to look afier 3 children. Permivis the eldest and had 1o take the responsibility
to add something to the ncome of his parent=. Hence, Permy was engaged in cow orazing activity
and as a result he became a non-school going child. With the exchansge of his labour he got 5 quintals /8
of paddy by which his father managed the family. Permy Munda had a greater intersst to 1\
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raad but the wreiched sconomic condinion of his famuly was the stubborn obstacle on his way of |
education. His father had no interest to send him to school as Permy was the only ray of hope to eamn
somethine which could help I menasme the family, The CRPC members and voluntess ook
commizance of Permiv's case and started an effort to counsel Permyv and his paresits. They éncouraged
Permy's father to send hom to sechool by making him undsrstand about Right to Educaton Act 2009
Le. free and compulsory educaton up to 6 -14 yvears of age group provided by the Odizha govt, Then
his father agr=ed to send him to school and enrolled his name in cless 1 m Kumulabahali UP. School
with the help of PECUCs volunteer and CRPC members. Now Permy Munda is gome to school
regulariv. His nght 1o education has been successtully preserved by PECUC's mmmatves.

Role of CRPC — bringing Sumati (Fake name) back to school

Sumatt lest her father m & very tender age. She lives with her mother and other two vounger siblings at
8 village of Keonjhar distmet. Her mother works hard as ‘a daily labour to fesd the four member
family, Sumat also worked in place of her mother when she falls ill. Sumati was studving 1o elass ITI in
the U.P. school of Chinamaliposhi and always remsined mrregular 1n school mn order to support her
mother i household work. Due to their struggling economic condition, her mother was not interestad
to send her daushter to school anymore. In the mean time, Arjun Mohanta, VFW of the projeet found
her working as a child lsbour and came-to know that in spate of her mterest o 2o to scheol, she had to
work for her fammlv. Then Arnun went to convince her mother to sand her back to sehool, and
smmultaneously took her to Sraddha Bhawan to join other elildren. Moreover, m the menthly CRPC
meeting he presented the matter. The Commirtee called Sumati’s mother to the meeting held m 10th
February 2010 and her situation was discussed with the Ward Membe=r and Sarpanch, present in the
meeting, Smmultansously an application was also handed over to the Sarpanch to recommend her
name for Indirsa Awas Yojana and Widow Pension. The Sarpanch geve assuranes m the meestme to

provide her both the schemes of Govr. by the month of Apnl and her applhicetnon form was also sent
to the Block from the Panchayvat office.

Now Srmmati Munda has no objection 1o s2nd her daughter back 16 school and now Sumati has also
gppsared 1n the Annual examinaton. Stiman is also imterested for further education of her daughter,
if she gets benefit from the Govt, schemes,

Parab Munda (Fake Name)

Fifteen vears old Parab Munda; son of Han Munda of Swampama Bloek of Keomar distiiet was \
taken to Goa by his relanve working thers as a contractor (Rainmon Munda) without the permission

of his family and engagéd him as a labour. Mr. Reinmon did not allow the bov to speak over the
phonz 1o his familv memibers, In the course of tme Han Munda became the member of CRPC and
shared his suffermgs. Now, with the mtervention of CRPC & MPV members the bov is back to homs A
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safe with his earmning of =ix thousand rupees and living a happy life with his parent= and also the bov i3
continuing his study in the nedrest school.

Suman Munda (Fake Name)

Sumsan Munda is a ten vears old @irl of Swampama Block of Keonjhar distrier having five bﬁ:-thﬂs.-

and two sisters. They live in severe povertyv., Suman colleots the shalleaves from forest and makes leaf

plates and sale them in market avery dav. Shes also goes for the dailv wage sarning to samm for her
~ family ivelihoods. The famuly bives with this little amount of money.

Her mother became 8 member in the SHG and participated m the IGP activity for which she could be

able 1o earn her famly Livelihoods. Now her mother Gambhar: Munda sends her daughter 10 Stadha

Bahsavan as she could be able to eam. Now Suman = & happy school zoer,

SrikunjaBihari Mohanta (Fake name)

Srikunja lives Pama block of Keonmjharwith his mother, sister and srandparents. His family depends
on agnculture for their ivelihood. As his father was no more and nobody 15 there to take forward his
father's occupation, Snkunia encaged himself 1n the asnicilrural field mstead of going to school. The
Commumity Educator ‘got the informauon and wisited lis house to interact with him and family
members to make him understand abour the imporiance of education. Ultmarely, his grandfather
allowed Srkunja to carry on his siudy and decided 1o lease his land for share erepping.

Child labour free villages& GPs

Theefforts of PECUC bore fruit when 22 villages in Kendujhar distrietwere made child labour free. In
Balianta block of Khordha distnet, 2 Gram Panchayars namely Benupur and Bentapur are declared
Child Labour fres in the Gram Sabha of that respective villages.
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- List of Child Labour Free Villages of Patna block of Keonjhar District:

SL No. Block Name GP Name Village Name

1 Patna Jomunaposi Jomunaposi
Podmakesharpur ™
Kudhakhnan

B0 =1 & h = W K

Rajnagar Nuagaon
Nuakhnan
Raikala

Bodpatna Tikayahapatna

|

11 Patnali

12 Mirigikhojee Bhaliadala

13 Mirigikhojee
14 Chinamali Ketanga

15 Mushakhori Mushakhori
16 Bodpodiaposi
17 Musanali

18 Bhalughar
19 Rathpoda

20 Muruswan Kiapada

21 Dharuapada
22 Chemena Bhurngrajposi
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National Child Labour project L7 ,4"

National Child Labour Project Scheme |
Govermmént had imitiated the Natonal Child Labour Projeet (NCLP) Scheme in 1988 o e
rehabilitate working children in 12 child labour endemue distmets of the country. Its coverage heas
inersased progressively to cover 271 districts in the country presently. As on date the Schems 15 1n
operation in 266 distriets.

Under the NCLP Scheme, children are withdrawn from work and put into speeisi schools, where
thev are provided with bndging education, vocational wraining, rmud-day meal. supend, health-care
facilites, ete. and finally meinsoeamed to the formal education svstem. At present, there are
around 7,000 NCLP schools being tun m the ecuntry with an enrolment of three lakh children. Tiil
date more than 9 lakh workine children have already been mainstreamed to regular education
under the NCLP Scheme,

The NCLP schemes 15 & Central Sector schemes. Under the scheme, project societies are set up a1 the
district level under the Chairpersonship of the Collector/ Distnet Z\rtﬂ.gstmte for overseemg the
mplementation of the project. Instructions to mvolve aivil soctety and NGOs heve also been issued.
PECUC also mmplementad NCLP schemes and created 3 NCLP Schools at Pama, Ksonhar,
Bamnchua GP of Bshanta block, Kareil Slum, Mashima Nagar and Ashok Nagar under
Bhubansswar Mumeipality. PECUC reseusd and mainstreamed 350 children under this Scheme.
Our participation i eradication of child labour cover educating community about the ill effects,
SNCOUTASINg parsnts to discoursge sending ther ¢hald to work and to send lum to school, mer=asing
#nrolment rate, mapping, Sradha Bhawan, bridse course for drop outs, counszling the child labour
and parents, altemate livellhood support to women, promotion of farmers group to enhanes theair
income and knowledze and much more.
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Eulished by:
People's. Cullural Contre (PECUC)

Regd. Office- House No. : Vil, M-13, Sailashree Vihar,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha 751021

Coordinatoon office- House No. : 63, Phase -ll, Indraprastha, Pokhariput,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha 751020

WWW.pecuc.org
Facebook: @PecucOdisha, Twitter: @pecuc], Linkdin: People’s Cultural Centre
Instagram: @pecucodisha, Youtube: PECUC Odisha



